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Program Notes

The Road to Castlemaine is a collection of Australian folk songs depicting the sounds

and scenes of this beautiful, picturesque landscape, displaying an Aussie twist with a
tongue-in-cheek and, some might say, “down under” tuneful way. The first movement

includes The Wonderful Crocodile and The Old Jig-Jog, melodies and lyrics that

capture the attitudes held by migratory workers in nineteenth-century Australia. Full of
energy and dance-like gualities, the movement captures the robust attitudes of those

who settled the great continent. The River Fraser provides the melodic content for the

second movement, a slow impassioned lament. It is a searing, moving statement that %
served as the anthem of the exploited industrial workers of the same time period.

The third movement comprises three popular tunes, all stemmming from the mbsic@
stylings of a local self-taught Australian musician who Ieam d his craft whil | N

the coal fields. Based upon a previously known melo || ly bounce ' e

perfect candidate for a flute and tin whistle presentano ansitions %y into

the second theme, The Flying Pieman. An Irish reel, | t he \/|t® vigor of
| The final
X are passed

rocess.
ignant in flavor,

ion is a ed march in
punctuated and dramatic Style The ittingly hre ds of earlier thematic
material (along with a fragmenb@cond move t), dying away bit by bit, prior

to an explosion of energy and mor to ¢
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Dedicated to my many friends in Melbourne, Sydney, and Brisbane

The Road to Castlemaine

I. The Wonderful Crocodile and The Old Jig-Jog

Time ca. 8:00
Grade 4
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III. Herb's Jig and Other Dances
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‘ The Flying Pieman ‘
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