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Program Notes

With Soul Serene is my third work written specifically for younger musicians and was
inspired by a poem composed by an American Civil War soldier in 1864. John Worrell
Northrop fought for the Union and was captured and sent to Andersonville Prison,
about one hundred miles from my hometown. Andersonville was a notoriously cruel
and miserable place, but Northrop's poem reflects a man who remained optimistic in
the face of adversity:

I've struggled hard for victory, %
In pride, although in pain,
With soul serene and spirit free,

And so | must again. O
reflecting on the harsh and conflicted past of the Sout ited States

Hanson's Chorale and Alleluia served as a guide for he%o th| p| ce he

“alleluia” motive is quoted liberally in the seco my vvork . hope my

composition leaves listeners with a sense of ¢ % or the fu |te the many
tensions that pester our present day.

My piece attempts to capture the indomitable spirit ON op's words, \\

About the Composer

Dr. James M. David (b. 1978) is an tionally reco8Rized composer who currently
serves as associate professor o sition an usictheory at Colorado State
University. He graduated Wi h Nots from the rS|ty of Georgia and completed
his doctorate in comp05| rida Stat sity under Guggenheim and
Pulitzer recipients Lad§ |L< and Ell Zwilich.

His symphonic for Winds hav erformed by some of the nation’s most
prominent professtQpal and uni sembles including the U.S. Army and Air
Force Bands, the Dallas \de Sym ony, the Des Moines Symphony, the Ohio State
University Bands, Northw Wersity Bands, and the University of North Texas
Wind Symphony among others. His compositions have been presented at more

than fifty national and international conferences throughout North and South America,
Asia, Europe, and A
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