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Program Notes 
 
With Soul Serene is my third work written specifically for younger musicians and was 
inspired by a poem composed by an American Civil War soldier in 1864.  John Worrell 
Northrop fought for the Union and was captured and sent to Andersonville Prison, 
about one hundred miles from my hometown.  Andersonville was a notoriously cruel 
and miserable place, but Northrop’s poem reflects a man who remained optimistic in 
the face of adversity: 
 
I’ve struggled hard for victory, 
In pride, although in pain, 
With soul serene and spirit free, 
And so I must again. 
 
My piece attempts to capture the indomitable spirit of Northrop’s words, while 
reflecting on the harsh and conflicted past of the Southern United States.  Howard 
Hanson’s Chorale and Alleluia served as a guide for the form of this piece and the 
“alleluia” motive is quoted liberally in the second half of my work. Ultimately, I hope my 
composition leaves listeners with a sense of optimism for the future, despite the many 
tensions that pester our present day.   

About the Composer 

Dr. James M. David (b. 1978) is an internationally recognized composer who currently 
serves as associate professor of composition and music theory at Colorado State 
University.  He graduated with honors from the University of Georgia and completed 
his doctorate in composition at Florida State University under Guggenheim and 
Pulitzer recipients Ladislav Kubik and Ellen Taaffe Zwilich. 

His symphonic works for winds have been performed by some of the nation’s most 
prominent professional and university ensembles including the U.S. Army and Air 
Force Bands, the Dallas Wind Symphony, the Des Moines Symphony, the Ohio State 
University Bands, Northwestern University Bands, and the University of North Texas 
Wind Symphony among many others.  His compositions have been presented at more 
than fifty national and international conferences throughout North and South America, 
Asia, Europe, and Australia. 
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