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Composer and Program Notes

One of America’s most respected and prolific composers, Walter S. Hartley was born in
Washington, D.C. in 1927. He presently lives in Fredonia, New York where be is a Professor
of Music at University College at Fredonia.

In addition to Sinfonia No. 4, other works by Mr. Hartley in the Wingert-Jones catalog
include Chautauqua Overture for concert band, and Fantasia For Tuba And Chamber
Orchestra (also published for solo tuba and piano).

In describing the present work, the composer has written: “‘The Sinfonia No. 4 was com-
missioned by the students of the Ithaca High School Concert Band as part of their unique
tradition of annually commissioning new works by American composers. It was first per-
formed under the direction of Frank Battisti at Ithaca High School’s Kulp Auditorium on
May 11, 1966.” (The work is dedicated to Mr. Battisti and the Ithaca High School Concert Band).

“The work was composed during the spring of 1965 in London, England, where my family
and I were living during a sabbatical leave from my teaching position at Elkins and Davis
College. Finishing touches were applied in Belfast, Northern Iréland, and Zurich, Switzepland;
the instrumentation was completed in the fall, following our réturn bome to West Virginia.

“The Sinfonia, in four movements is written in condensediclassical forms of the gondo
type, contrasting in tempo, each movement is desigliedin it§ own way to exploil the various
facets of the modern wind-percussion ensemble if line and color. There is much antiphbonal
writing between the choirs, many solo passages for awide variety of instxugnents, and a general
reliance on pure colors with little doubling (except forPoices at the octave). The style is tonal
(with free dissonance frequently producing bitonal effects) with a constant opposition of chor-
dal and contrapuntal textures. The last twoNmovements areslighter inmood than the first
two, especially the ‘finale,’ which is almost but not quite’a march.*

For proper balance, only oneplayer should be used on eachpart, with the following excep-
tions: 2 Ist Bb Clarinets, 4 2nd Bb Glarinets, 2 Tubas.

Duration: 11 minutes
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SINFONIA No. 4

For Symphonic Wind Ensemble
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