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TO THE DIRECTOR

Here is a shuffle version of the blues with optional written
jazz solos for alto, tenor, frumpet, and/or trombone; your
piano player has written solos at the beginning and end of
the chart.

Even though this scoring is technically easy, don't forget
to make it “swing”! The rhythm section must lay down a
strong shuffle beat as a foundation.

Emphasizing dynamic contrasts, such as those in the
trumpet/sax parts at m. 25, will help deliver a more convinc-
ing performance in the style of the great Count Basie
Orchestra. Everyone should play their parts with a confident
attitude.

Mm. 37 and 73 introduce 8-bar, stop-time sequences.
Nail these passages with all the authority and precision your
band can muster.

SAMMY NESTICO

With hundreds of educational publications to his credit, his remark-
able writing career includes composing for the Count Basie
Orchestra from 1968 to 1984, arranging for and leading the U.S. Air
Force Airmen of Note (15 years), and doing the same for the Marine
Band’s White House dance orchestra (5 years). Sammy is in constant
demand as a television and fim writer, and has also arranged and
conducted recording projects for Bing Crosby, Sarah Vaughan, Toni
Tenille, Frank Sinatra, and others. In 1983 Duquesne University in his
hometown of Piftsburgh conferred upon him their honorary Doctor of
Music degree -- Andre Previn, Henry Mancini, and Benny Goodman
are the only others to whom that tribute has been paid.
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