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TO THE DIRECTOR

A strong groove from the rhythm section is key to making this Christmas medley
a success. The feel should be a clear ‘two” or half time feel. Also, measure 1
should be felt as a pick up with measure 2 being the start of the phrase.

The trumpets state the initial melody of “Deck the Halls” at measure 10. Be sure
to observe all articulation markings here as well as throughout the chart. The
intro idea returns to set up the first solo section. The soloist should take the
break beginning at measure 47, and measure 49 may be opened up for as long
as desired. The soloist continues as the backgrounds come in at measure 51. If
you wish to add another solo, take the first ending and repeat back to measure
49 for another sequence. If not, simply take the second ending and go on.

The ensemble section at measure 72 is mostly unison, so take a lighter
approach here to keep it clean. The bass is featured trading two bar phrases
with the band beginning at measure 96. The drums should keep the groove
going through all of this. The second solo section begins at measure 140 and the
soloist should take the break at bar 139. Measure 140 is open as desired, then
cue measure 144 to continue on. Written solos are provided for both solo sec-
tions, however improvisation is encouraged. The solo ends at measure 160, and
the ensemble then takes the chart out.

SoloMate recordings are available at kendormusic.com for new Kendor and
Doug Beach releases. This innovative resource lets students practice their solos
by downloading professionally-recorded rhythm section accompaniment tracks.
A full recording of this chart can be downloaded at www.kendormusic.com.

Doug Beach has built a career that includes performing (irumpet), teaching, adjudicating,
publishing and composing. Inspired by his interest in playing, writing and teaching, in 1975
he established the publishing company which bears his name. Three years later, Doug
Jjoined the faculty of EImhurst College in lllinois as director of jazz studies; in the years since,
his band has toured Europe often and has appeared with jazz greats Gary Smulyan, Dennis
Mackrel, Nicholas Payton, Dee Dee Bridgewater, Patti Austin, Lee Konitz, Jeff Hamilton,
Bobby Shew and others. In 1996, the Count Basie Orchestra and New York Voices record-
ed his arrangement of “Cottontail” on a CD that went on to win the Grammy Award for best
large jazz ensemble.

George Shutack is widely regarded as one of the leading composers of jazz ensemble
music for younger players. While he has written many more challenging works, he is best
known for his charts at the grade 2-4 levels. A keyboard player living in the Chicago area,
George has been writing for Doug Beach Music since 1978. In addition to being one of the
core staff writers, he is also responsible for many of the decisions regarding the company’s
musical direction. With over 125 compositions to his credit, George is one of the most active
writers in jazz education today.
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