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TO THE DIRECTOR

This solid blues original features all the elements of a
great opener or closer. The strong melody, unison band line,
open solo sectfion and a shout chorus that starts soft and
builds to a roar create a teaching and performing vehicle
that’s a “must” in any library.

The intro should be strong with crisp articulations. The
rhythm section should work to lay down a strong groove at
m. 9. Brass figures on the repeat should be short and punchy.
The unison line at m. 23 should be clean and crisp. Be careful
to avoid overblowing here.

Open up m. 35 for solos, with backgrounds cued at will,
There are four different sample solos provided on the Solo
Sheet. The last soloist should taper down intensity and volume
going into the soft shout at m. 49; a bass solo might work
especially well.

The chart should have a natural build into the full shout at
m. 73. Drums should crack the brass figures hard here. The
D.S. goes back to m. 9, and everyone should play here as
there is no repeat. The coda should play out strong.

Doug Beach has built a career that includes performing (trumpet),
teaching, adjudicating, publishing and composing. Inspired by his
interest in playing, writing and teaching, in 1975 he established the
publishing company which bears his name. Three years later, Doug
joined the faculty of Eimhurst College in lllinois as jazz band director;
in the years since, his band has foured Europe often (twice at the
invitation of the U.S. State Department) and has appeared with jazz
greats Clark Terry, Diane Schuur, Louie Bellson, Bobby Shew and oth-
ers. In great demand as a clinician and adjudicator throughout the
U.S. and Canada, Doug has also been artist-in-residence on two dif-
ferent occasions for the lllinois Arts Council.
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