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TO THE DIRECTOR

FFrom the opening bar to the final chord, a strong shuffle feel is key to the perfor-
mance of this chart. The drummer and bass player need to come together as a
team to create the groove. Horns should pay close attention to the articulations
throughout the chart as well.

The brass must be careful to not blow too loud on the opening melody at mea-
sure 9. Since it is scored in octaves, a clean performance will make it as strong
as it needs to be. The breaks in the rhythm section that begin at measure 17
should be nice and crisp. The saxes have a soli at measure 41, work for a good
balance of all five parts here.

The solo section at measure 57 may be opened up for as many soloists as
desired. Backgrounds may be cued. Written solos are provided, but this is a
good spot to encourage improvisation.

The brass falls at measures 75 and 77 should be quick and short like a “bark”.
The ensemble is to be nice and fat at measure 79 for the shout. The melody
returns at measure 92. which leads to the tag that takes the chart out strong.

SoloMate recordings are available at kendormusic.com for new Kendor and
Doug Beach releases. This innovative resource lets students practice their solos
by downloading professionally-recorded rhythm section accompaniment tracks.
A full recording of this chart can be downloaded at www.kendormusic.com.

Doug Beach has built a career that includes performing (trumpet), teaching, adjudicating,
publishing and composing. Inspired by his interest in playing, writing and teaching, in 1975
he established the publishing company which bears his name. Three years later, Doug
Jjoined the faculty of ElImhurst College in lllinois as director of jazz studies; in the years since,
his band has toured Europe often and has appeared with jazz greats Gary Smulyan, Dennis
Mackrel, Nicholas Payton, Dee Dee Bridgewater, Patti Austin, Lee Konitz, Jeff Hamilton,
Bobby Shew and others. In 1996, the Count Basie Orchestra and New York Voices record-
ed his arrangement of “Cottontail” on a CD that went on to win the Grammy Award for best
large jazz ensemble.
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