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TO THE DIRECTOR

This chart was written to provide young players
with the opportunity to perform a minor blues chart
that utilizes basic, straight-ahead swing figures.
Please pay close attention to the articulation mark-
ings throughout. They are essential to a good perfor-
mance. It is hoped that in doing so, some of these
phrasing patterns will carry over to the next chart
that your group plays.

Have the saxes and trombones play “easy” at m.
9. work for a good swing feel. The same approach
applies to m. 21. The brass and rhythm should play
the breaks at m. 33 nice and crisp. Open for solos at
m. 45. Please stress that this is a minor blues -- have
your students study the provided written solos to see
how the lines are constructed. This should help them
as they begin to play their own solos.

The ensemble at m. 57 should be very “easy.”
Again, articulations are important. Drums should
build the band up to the final ensemble at m. 69 --
this shout should be strong. The final three bars
should be nice and easy.

Doug Beach has built a career that includes performing
(frumpet), teaching, adjudicating, publishing and compos-
ing. Inspired by his interest in playing, writing and teaching.
in 1975 he established the publishing company which bears
his name. Three years later, Doug joined the faculty of
Elmhurst College in llinois as director of the College Jazz
Band; in the years since, his band has toured Europe often
(twice at the invitation of the U.S. State Department) and
has appeared with jazz greats Clark Terry, Diane Schuur,
Louie Bellson, Bobby Shew and others. In great demand as
a clinician and adjudicator throughout the U.S. and
Canada, Doug has also been artist-in-residence on two dif-
ferent occasions for the lllinois Arts Council.
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