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TO THE DIRECTOR

As in any piece of music, the feel and groove are the most important
aspects. Eighth notes are swung throughout, and although the drum
part is simple, relish in the groove that the rest of the band will fall into.
Measure 35 breaks off into three parts; melody, rhythmic punches and
the bass trombone that doubles the bass line. You may want to sepa-
rate the parts when rehearsing to ensure pitch and rhythmic accuracy.

The entire band is tutti at measure 59. No need to overblow here, keep
it light. The beginning of the piano solo can use the written out part, or
make up a gospel-like part that grooves. The solo section can be
opened up for anyone and is only two chords, Gmi7-C7. The notes from
a concert Bb pentatonic scale (Bb, C, D, F, G) will work for the entire
solo. It is best to play G bluesy (not a blues scale). Listen to Ray
Charles and Stevie Wonder for great examples of bluesy/soulful.

SoloMate recordings are available at kendormusic.com for new Kendor
and Doug Beach releases. This innovative resource lets students prac-
tice their solos by downloading professionally-recorded rhythm section
accompaniment tracks. A full recording of this chart can be downloaded
at www.kendormusic.com.

MATT HARRIS

Based in Los Angeles (CA), Matt is in demand as a keyboardist, composer/
arranger, and clinician. After completing his undergraduate degree at the
University of Miami (FL) and his masters degree at the Eastman School of

Music (NY), he toured with Maynard Ferguson and Buddy Rich; both leaders
performed and recorded his charts, many of which are featured in the Kendor
jazz catalog. Matt’s versatility as a writer, arranger, and performer keep him busy
in the Los Angeles studio scene. His music can be heard on numerous jingles,
film scores, CD’s and live productions. Matt is currently Director of Jazz Studies
at California State University-Northridge, and often performs as a guest soloist
and clinician at various Universities and High Schools.
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