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The Jazz Ensemble Series

DOUG BEACH MUSIC PRESENTS

Just Before
The Dawn

style: straight 8th groove -« difficulty level: medium advanced ¢ duration ca. 7:07
Mike Tomaro

INSTRUMENTATION

Full Score
Solo Sheet
Alto Sax 1
Alto Sax 2
Tenor Sax 1
Tenor Sax 2
Baritone Sax
Trumpet 1/Flugelhorn
Trumpet 2/Flugelhorn
Trumpet 3/Flugelhorn
Trumpet 4/Flugelhorn
Trombone 1
Trombone 2
Trombone 3
Trombone 4
Guitar
Piano
Bass
Drums

EXTRA SCORES & PARTS AVAILABLE

Distributed Exclusively By

A evidor YNnsic, Ine.

M U S | C P U B L I S H E R
21 Grove Street « PO Box 278

Delevan, New York 14042-0278 « U.S.A.
www.kendormusic.com

TO THE DIRECTOR

This initial inspiration for this programmatic work literally came ‘just before the
dawn” as its main theme came to me as | was waking up for a pre-dawn writing
session. As you will hear, the piece emulates the sun’s rising and “dawns”
several times.

Its straight-8th groove and relaxed tempo are somewhat similar to tunes like
“Maiden Voyage” and those popularized by the ECM record label. The piece
begins at a very soft dynamic with independent sax lines and a brass line that
grows and eventually develops into a groove. Alto saxophones introduce the
theme at measure 29 with the tenors providing a counterline. Trombones and
trumpets join in and the theme culminates in a lick in 6/4 (4 + 2 subdivision) that
is a unifying factor at the end of each section of the piece.

The piano solo at measure 53 should begin as a sparse, floating feel and
develop into a groove by the time the horn backgrounds enter at measure 77.
The music grows, progressing to the 6/4 lick at measure 101. Once again, the
music should drop dynamically for the start of the tenor sax solo at measure 110
and grow to the 6/4 lick (m. 158). A short drum solo at measure 162 leads to a
new development section starting with piano and guitar. When the horns enter,
saxes must strive to blend with the flugelhorns and muted trombones. If no
flugels are available, trumpets should play into the stand. This builds to the cli-
max at measure 195. Here, the band is at its dynamic peak and needs to play
with intensity. The piece culminates with the final return of the 6/4 lick.

SoloMate recordings are available at kendormusic.com for new Kendor and
Doug Beach releases. This innovative resource lets students practice their solos
by downloading professionally-recorded rhythm section accompaniment tracks.
A full recording of this chart can be downloaded at www.kendormusic.com.

Mike Tomaro is Jazz Studies Program Director at Duquesne University in
Pittsburgh, PA. Prior to this, he was a saxophonist and musical director with the
Army Blues jazz ensemble in Washington, D.C. Mike is a Yamaha performing
artist and clinician for Vandoren products. He has over 200 published composi-
tions and arrangements through the Hal Leonard Corporation and Doug Beach
Music. Mike is co-author of the textbook, “Instrumental Jazz Arranging: A
Comprehensive and Practical Guide,” published by the Hal Leonard Corporation.
Locally, he is the Artistic Director for the Pittsburgh Jazz Orchestra where he
also plays lead alto and is responsible for the compositions and arrangements
performed by the ensemble.
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