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The Nightowl Suite is a musical account of a night in the life of the quintes-
sential jazz fanatic. The movements are titled according to three specific times
in the daily schedule of this mostly nocturnal creature. Though originally writ-
ten to be performed as a suite, each movement stands alone as a viable com-
position in its own right.

The first movement portrays the Nightowl’s continual quest to find the hippest
jazz clubs in town and make the scene. This music was inspired by Art
Blakey’s Jazz Messengers, one of the horn groups that came to prominence
during the hard bop era, and by Birdland, one of New York City’s legendary
clubs. It can be played slower than the indicated tempo as long as the driving
intensity typical of the music of this era is present.

After the introductory statement, a three-horn group consisting of trumpet,
tenor sax and trombone is featured in concerto grosso fashion. All background
figures should be played behind them and should never overshadow them
until m. 37, when the entire band takes the melody.

The rhythm section figures at “E” should be played with rhythmic precision.
This four-bar figure reappears throughout the chart to provide a break from the
typical swing feel.

Though improvised solos are indicated for trombone and trumpet, solo chord
sheets are provided so that anyone can improvise in these sections. After the
solos, saxes are featured in a soli. Lead alto should play with a full sound
while the rest of the section plays just slightly softer. The ensemble shout cho-
rus at “W” marks the climax of the movement. Though it’s the loudest section,
horns should maintain a controlled sound (don’t overblow).

The recap begins at m. 227 with the return of the three-horn frontline. The
chart ends with a restatement of the intro. If performing this movement as a
separate chart, use the fine ending. An alternate ending with transitional mate-
rial to the second movement is also provided.

Mike Tomaro, former member of the Army Blues jazz ensemble, now serves as Director
of Jazz Studies at Duquesne University in Pittsburgh, where he originally earned his BS
degree in music education. He was later awarded his MA degree in Performance (with
highest honors) from George Mason University in Fairfax, Virginia. Three commercial
recordings showcasing his talents as player and writer have been released -- “Home
Again” (Positive) and “Forgotten Dreams” (Seabreeze) featuring charts in a combo set-
ting, and “Dancing Eyes” (Seabreeze) featuring the Mike Tomaro Big Band -- and his
music has been performed by the likes of Randy Brecker, Mike Stern, Ed Soph, Bobby
Shew, Herbie Mann, Al Vizzutti, and more. Mike is a member of IAJE, MENC, ASCAP
and NARAS, and is in great demand as a guest soloist, adjudicator and clinician.
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