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This introspective ballad is a cha//engihg solo feature for
soprano or alto sax. Its orchestrational subtleties create a deli-
cate atmosphere around the soloist. Rhythmic precision is of
utmost importance due to the combination of a slow tempo and
16th-note rhythms. These rhythms should feel relaxed; fluctuations
in tfempo will make them feel pushed and uncomfortable.

The opening brass chorale should be played as “legit” as
possible. Concentrate on a full ensemble sound. The three short
cadenzas in this section should each have distinct characters.
The piano and soprano sax cadenzas should be subtle, whereas
the drum cadenza should be very forceful.

The groove established at letter A should be relaxed and
sparse. Performance notes are included here in the rhythm sec-
tion parts. These should be used as a guide to establish the initial
feel,

The overall feeling of this ballad is one of subtlety. However,
there are two climax points where a strong, fortissimo ensemble
sound is necessary. They occurin mm. 61 and 69.

The original groove should be re-established in m. 71 and the
ensemble should gradually decrescendo to a whisper. Trumpets
should pay close attention to balance in mm. 75-77; all parts
should be of equal volume. There is no ritard -- the ballad goes
outin time with only a cymbal ringing out.

Mike Tomaro, former member of the Army Blues jazz ensemble, now
serves as Director of Jazz Studies at Duquesne University in Pittsburgh,
where he originally earned his BS degree in music education. He was
later awarded his MA degree in Performance (with highest honors) from
George Mason University in Fairfax, Virginia. Three commercial recordings
showcasing his talents as player and writer have been released -- "Home
Again” (Positive) and “Forgotten Dreams” (Seabreeze) featuring charts in
a combo setting, and "Dancing Eyes” (Seabreeze) featuring the Mike
Tomaro Big Band -- and his music has been performed by the likes of
Randy Brecker, Ed Soph, Bobby Shew, Herbie Mann, Al Vizzutti, and more.
Mike is a member of IAJE, MENC, ASCAP and NARAS, and is in great
demand as a guest soloist, adjudicator and clinician.
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