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TO THE DIRECTOR

The original inspiration for this chart came from listening to the early straight-
ahead compositions of Chick Corea, although it doesn’t necessarily resemble
any one piece in particular. The tempo is not fast, it is important to pay close
attention to the indicated 192 bpm. The piece begins with a rhythmic figure in
the saxophones and rhythm, with additional trombone and trumpet lines stacked
on top of it. This leads into the main theme, played by a small group within the
band. As the tune progresses, notice the rising, then falling dynamics which are
important to the shape of the theme.

The floating time feel at the end of the form every time it comes around is
especially important. The solo section is written for alto, but transposed chord
change sheets have been provided for all instruments. Following the solo
section, an open drum solo at measure 153 is accompanied by the rest of the
rhythm section with the brass providing an intensity boost the final two times

(m. 161). The saxophone section is then featured, which builds to the shout
chorus at measure 185. This is the climax of the chart where the band can let
loose until the return of the original theme in measure 201, this time played by
the trombone section. From measure 217 onward, the music should gain dynam-
ic momentum and intensity, building toward the final two chords of the piece.

SoloMate recordings are available at kendormusic.com for new Kendor and
Doug Beach releases. This innovative resource lets students practice their solos
by downloading professionally-recorded rhythm section accompaniment tracks.
A full recording of this chart can be downloaded at www.kendormusic.com.

Mike Tomaro is Jazz Studies Program Director at Duquesne University in
Pittsburgh, PA. Prior to this, he was a saxophonist and musical director with the
Army Blues jazz ensemble in Washington, D.C. Mike is a Yamaha performing
artist and clinician for Vandoren products. He has over 200 published composi-
tions and arrangements through the Hal Leonard Corporation and Doug Beach
Music. Mike is co-author of the textbook, “Instrumental Jazz Arranging: A
Comprehensive and Practical Guide, published by the Hal Leonard Corporation.
Locally, he is the Artistic Director for the Pittsburgh Jazz Orchestra where he
also plays lead alto and is responsible for the compositions and arrangements
performed by the ensemble.
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