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TO THE DIRECTOR

This chart is an up tempo, modal blues written especially for the
Las Vegas (NV) Academy Jazz Band I, and features hip
changes, a sax soli, interesting rhythm section figures, a roaring
shout chorus and solos for tenor saxophone and drums.

The rhythm section aiternates between playing specific figures
and passages in which the bass player walks. Be careful that the
group does not drag the tempo in those places where the rhythm
section is playing figures. Also, keep the figures steady under
the drum solo (measures 196-211). There is a wide range of
dynamics, by bringing out these dynamic subtleties it will help to
make the band’s performance more effective and musical.

Since the piano part is 8 pages in length, it is suggested that the
pianist turn pages 1-2 over while playing pages 3-4. Then flip
pages 3-4 over while playing pages 5-6.

This chart features some contemporary, modal chord voicings
including suspended chords scored with fourths and added
major thirds (see measures 5-8 in the saxophones). These
sounds (suspended chords with added thirds) are being increas-
ingly used in contemporary jazz and my hope is that they add a
unique harmonic color to this piece. | am confident that if you
work with them, your band will be able to effectively hear and
play these harmonies.

GREGORY YASINITSKY

Coordinator of Jazz Studies and Professor of Music at Washington
State University, he has written music for Clark Terry, David Liebman,
the USAF Airmen of Note, and more. A recipient of grants and awards
from ASCAP, the National Endowment for the Arts, Meet The
Composer West, and the Washington Artist Trust. As a saxophonist,
Greg has appeared with Sarah Vaughan, Ella Fitzgerald, Lionel
Hampton, Louis Bellson, Stan Getz, Mel Torme, Manhattan Transfer,
and many others. His compositions and saxophone playing can be
heard on recordings released by Soul Note, Palo Alto Records, the
Musical Heritage Society, Vienna Modern Masters, Arizona University
Recordings, Open Loop Recordings, and his own label, Yazz
Recordings.
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