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TO THE DIRECTOR

Since its debut in 1965, “Song For My Father” has been a favorite of jazz
musicians. The relatively easy chord changes are fun to play over, and the
repetitive AAB form is easier for beginning improvisers to hear than the
longer AABA or ABAC 32-bar forms. This chart follows the AAB form as
well.

After a 4 measure introduction, the AAB form begins with two trumpets and
the alto saxophones playing the melody. The full saxophone section takes
over at measure 13 with the melody now harmonized.

The first “B” section features the full brass section with the groove in the
rhythm section changing to quarter notes on the ride cymbal to contrast the
8th-note pattern of the hi-hat in the “A” section. The brass section continues
with the melody at measure 29 with a variation of the “A” theme.

A breakdown section begins at measure 53 with tenor, bari, guitar and
piano playing the first piece of the puzzle. The bass is totally out and the
drums should play simple, straight time as indicated. A 4 measure exten-
sion follows setting up the open solo section at measure 69.

Solo sheets provided in all keys which includes a sample written solo and
scales that can be used to encourage young players to create their own
solo.

The coda features the entire ensemble on a unison rhythmic pattern.

SoloMate recordings are available at kendormusic.com for new Kendor and
Doug Beach releases. This innovative resource lets students practice their
solos by downloading professionally-recorded rhythm section accompani-
ment tracks. A full recording of this chart can be downloaded at
www.kendormusic.com.

PETER BLAIR

Peter Blair has an extensive and varied background in music sales, education and perfor-
mance. He holds a BA in Music Education from Carroll University and an MA in saxophone
performance from the University of Wisconsin. He taught for twelve years at a variety of
grade levels, including four years at Arrowhead High School and four years as the Jazz
Ensemble Director at Carroll University. Blair is currently a staff arranger at Crucial Music,
Wild Whirled Entertainment and Scorekeepers Music, as well as serving as an Instrumental
Specialist at Hartland Music/White House of Music. Blair has been recognized by ASCAP
(American Society of Composers and Publishers) with an ASCAPLUS award for the last ten
years for his compositions for jazz ensemble and vocal jazz choir. His music has appeared
in television shows including “Blindside”, “Las Vegas”, “CSI”, “The Agents of Shield” and
“The Sopranos” and he recently had music featured in the Dreamworks movie “I Love You,
Man” and the movie “The Imitation Game”. As a performer, Blair has worked with artists
including Natalie Cole, Manhattan Transfer, Tony Bennett, Johnny Mathis, Aretha Franklin,
the Temptations, Lionel Hampton, the Milwaukee Symphony Orchestra, and a number of
Broadway touring companies.
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Eb Baritone Sax
1st Bb Trumpet
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