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TO THE DIRECTOR

This piece was inspired by the music of the Dave Holland Quintet -
although most of their music is in odd meter, a general idea can be ascer-
tained. The best way to describe the feel of this piece is a variation of a
“Songo”. A Songo is a mix between jazz, Brazilian and Afro-Cuban music.

A lighter feel is preferred in measure 5, but can be heavier in measure 29
as the horn rhythms are accented. The melody notes in measure 24 and
48, on the “and” of 4 can be considered as a “blue” note and can be played
with that attitude, possibly with a slight bend or scoop. Make sure it is not
over exaggerated, though.

At measure 29, and anywhere else where this part of the form of the tune is
played, there should be a considerable build of intensity to beat 4 of the
fourth bar.

The section starting at measure 61 should be played with a lighter feel than
previous sections, except for measure 77. Here, the eighth note “comping”
and elongated melody trade off between horn sections. The melody can be
played with slight accents for a bell tone effect.

The tenor saxophone solo begins in measure 83, which is open. The trum-
pet is the second solo - play backgrounds behind the trumpet solo only.

Measures 125 -141 is a gradual build, but the majority of this should occur
starting at measure 133. Make sure the drums build along with the rest of
the band, becoming more active as the section progresses, especially at
measure 133. Measure 141 is the peak of the chart. The saxophones
should hit the first two beats of measure 141 very hard along with the
rhythm section. The same applies at the first two beats of measure 149.
The band should increase intensity again starting at measure 157, leading
to 159. The last measure should be a sudden moment of silence before the
DS. There should be a noticeable drop of intensity and volume starting at
the DS.

The Coda is similar to the sections at measure 29 and 53 - just elongated a
bit. Play with the same direction of intensity, building to a peak at measure
172. As a consideration, the fourth beat of that bar may or may not be silent
as well. The pyramid at the end builds to a peak in the last bar.

TOM GARLING

After winning numerous awards in high school and at the Berklee College of Music,
Tom went on the road with Buddy Rich in January of 1986 at the age of twenty. After
Buddy died in 1987, Tom went on to finish his studies at the University of Miami,
where he received his Master’s degree in Jazz Arranging and Composition. Upon
completion, he taught improvisation and ear training, direct Big Bands and coach
small groups at the University of Miami. Shortly thereafter, he started touring with
Maynard Ferguson'’s Big Bop Nouveau Band, where he remained for 6 years, 4 of
which he was musical director. Tom has played on numerous albums, including his
own on Concord records, called “Maynard Ferguson Presents Tom Garling”. In addi-
tion to his accomplishments as a soloist, his talents as composer and arranger have
been utilized by maynard Ferguson, Tito Puente, Liza Minelli, Michael Fienstein,
Dianne Schuur, plus countless commissions from professional bands.
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