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TO THE DIRECTOR

The key to performing “Bistro Latino” is to avoid the tendency to
get too fancy with the rhythm section parts. In any type of Afro-
Cuban music, the key is to have a lot of players doing very sim-
ple things that “puzzle together” into a rhythm that is easy to foi-
low whether listening or dancing. It is recommended that the
rhythm section players listen to some other Latin music to inter-
nalize the various styles. Feel free to add other auxiliary percus-
sionists, but make sure they play simple figures! Timbales, con-
gas, bongos, cowbell, and guira are likely choices. The piano,
guitar and bass parts are primarily notated to ensure authentici-
ty, but those well-versed in this style of music may want to comp
where chord symbols are provided.

As for the horn sections, their parts should be played with
emphasized articulations and lots of spirit! During unisons, resist
the temptation to play loudly, instead, play in a precise and con-
trolled manner. Watch the interlude section, where the rhythm
section plays a light, floating feel. It will sound like the piece is
going through several time signature changes, but it actually
stays in 4/4. My advice would be to make sure the entrances
and releases are accurate and let the rhythm section maintain
the steadiness of the time feel during these sections.

Have lots of fun with this piece. Your audiences certainly will!

JEFF JARVIS

Listed in Who's Who In Entertainment, his composing and trumpet
performance credits include such stars as Lou Rawls, Henry Mancini,
Doc Severinsen, Joe Williams, and Louie Bellson. Jeff's critically
acclaimed recordings as a solo artist include When It Rains, Golden
Palm, A Better Place, Contents Under Pressure, Following Footsteps
and Morning Drive. He is a Yamaha trumpet artist and clinician, and
frequently appears as a honors jazz band conductor, clinician and lec-
turer. Jeffis the Director of Jazz Studies at California State University
Long Beach, serves as music director emeritus of the Central New
York Jazz Orchestra, jazz coordinator for the Texas Bandmasters
Association, former Vice-President of the International Association For
Jazz Education, and is a contributing editor for “The Instrumentalist”
magazine. Jeff is jazz editor for Kendor Music.
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