The Jazz Ensemble Series

DOUG BEACH MUSIC PRESENTS

Commissioned by the Jazz Division of the Illinois Music Educator’s Association
for the 2019 lllinois All State Jazz Ensemble

Clue’s Blues

style: swing « difficulty level: medium advanced ¢ duration 4:55
by Scott Ninmer

INSTRUMENTATION

Full Score
Alto Sax 1
Alto Sax 2
Tenor Sax 1
Tenor Sax 2
Baritone Sax
Trumpet 1
Trumpet 2
Trumpet 3
Trumpet 4
Trombone 1
Trombone 2
Trombone 3
Trombone 4
Guitar
Piano
Bass
Drums
Vibes (opt.)

EXTRA SCORES & PARTS AVAILABLE

Distributed Exclusively By

endor YNusic, Inc.

M U S | C P U B L I S H E R
21 Grove Street « PO Box 278

Delevan, New York 14042-0278 « U.S.A.
www.kendormusic.com

TO THE DIRECTOR

Playing all the dynamics are the key to a performance full of dramatic effect.
Thus, places marked mezzo forte or softer (e.g. melody at measure 9), should
be performed at a modest and relaxed volume so there is plenty of room to grow
to the loudest moments of the piece.

The opening of the chart should start at a whisper and grow rapidly to the forte
in measure 4. The two-measure crescendo at measure 31 should start from a
lower volume and increase to its release at measure 33, as well as the subse-
quent occurrences at measure 92 and 116. The forte pianissimos at measures
36-40 should be as exaggerated as possible, as well as the swells in measures
130-137. At measure 173, it should instantly get very soft, with a long, constant
crescendo to the peak at measure 181.

While the dynamic contrasts are important, care should also be taken to retain
careful and consistent tuning and blend throughout so that those crunchy voic-
ings really pop with resonance. It may be beneficial to practice tuning on some
of the tenser voicings, such as the chords in measures 33, 38, 40, 129, and 184.

The saxophones have a chance to shine during their soli at measure 70. | highly
recommend that students check out Thad Jones’s sax solis in his charts “Three
And One” and “Groove Merchant”, which are wonderful references for this style
of piece.

Finally, while most of the rhythms in the chart are standard fare, the rhythm in
measure 124 s less common and a bit tricky, especially the placement of the
third note (it’s not a normal swing eighth note). The phrase is essentially a
quarter note triplet with a short second note.

SoloMate recordings are available at kendormusic.com for new Kendor and
Doug Beach releases. This innovative resource lets students practice their solos
by downloading professionally-recorded rhythm section accompaniment tracks.
A full recording of this chart can be downloaded at www.kendormusic.com.

SCOTT NINMER

Scott is a graduate of the University of lllinois in jazz performance and the
Manhattan School of Music in jazz composition. In 2014, Ninmer joined "The
President's Own" United States Marine Band, where he currently serves as staff
arranger. His music has been performed around the world and has been record-
ed by the Metropole Orkest, the University of lllinois Concert Jazz Band, and the
California State Long Beach Concert Jazz Orchestra.
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