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TO THE DIRECTOR

This chart was inspired by my desire to show students the common
roots that hip-hop and swing grooves share. While the drums and bass
are frequently playing the same groove together, | have occasionally
mixed the two (bass walking and drums playing hip-hop, for example)
to create interest and show how they can work together. The title also
pays tribute to a great club in Cleveland (OH) called “The Bop Stop.”

For horn players, the eighth notes should be swung and also played
legato, unless otherwise marked. In the hip-hop groove, the bass, piano
and guitar will often have staccato notes marked which should be care-
fully observed, however in the swing sections, all notes are played long
unless otherwise marked.

Saxophones should really dig in at measure 129, paying close attention
to dynamics and articulations and swinging hard!

Written out solos have been included for alto, trumpet and guitar.
However, students are encouraged to create their own solos or use the
written ones as a guide, embellishing or changing notes as appropriate
to the chord changes.

SoloMate recordings are available at kendormusic.com for new Kendor
and Doug Beach releases. This innovative resource lets students prac-
tice their solos by downloading professionally-recorded rhythm section
accompaniment tracks. A full recording of this chart can be downloaded
at www.kendormusic.com.

Ellen Rowe, jazz pianist and composer, is currently Professor and Chair of the
Dept. of Jazz and Contemporary Improvisation at the University of Michigan. Ms.
Rowe has performed throughout the U.S., as well as touring in Germany,
Holland, Switzerland, Ireland, Poland and Australia. Her CDs “Sylvan Way”,
“Denali Pass”, “Wishing Well” and “Courage Music” (2014) are available on PKO
records and at CdBaby.com. Ms. Rowe's compositions and arrangements have
been performed and recorded by ensembles including the Village Vanguard
Orchestra, BBC Jazz Orchestra, U.S. Navy Commodores, Berlin and NDR Radio
Jazz Orchestras, DIVA and the Perth Jazz Orchestra. She has been Artist-in-
Residence at the Grieg Academy in Bergen, Eastman School of Music,
University of Wyoming and the Pittsford School District in Pittsford (NY), and has
also been selected to conduct All-State jazz ensembles throughout the country,
including the MENC All-Eastern and All-Northwest groups.
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