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TO THE DIRECTOR

Much of the texture here is dedicated to unison contrapuntal
areas. Those sections will require a fluid, horizontal style. It is
most important to emphasize that good balance and intonation
are absolutely essential for the successful performance of uni-
son lines. Non-unison passages are most effective when lead
players in all sections can be heard slightly above the others,
yet not exaggerated.

The melody has also been included, as well as chord
changes, in the solo parts. | believe it is significant for impro-
visers to see the relationship of the melody to the harmony.
Hopefully, the soloist will better understand the relationship of
the melody to the harmony and make better note choices.

The stylistic concept of the rhythm section is crucial. In addi-
tion to the usual quarter note pulse, the rhythm section has the
opportunity to accompany the band with the use of space and
colors. Although time is almighty, the drummer must also
focus on various textures rather than playing endless repetitive
patterns.

Neil Slater is director of the internationally acclaimed One O’Clock
Lab Band and chair of the division of jazz studies at the University of
North Texas. He was honored by the National Academy of Recording
Arts and Sciences (NARAS) with an individual Grammy Award nomi-
nation in 1993 and has been recognized by ASCAP each year since
1987. A pianist and former member of the Stan Kenton Orchestra-In-
Residence program, Slater has recorded/performed with name artists
Buddy DeFranco, Dave Weckl, Mel Lewis, Art Davis and Joe Morello,
among others. Prior to his association at UNT, he founded the jazz
studies program and established MM and BM degree programs in jazz
at the University of Bridgeport, CT.
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