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This chart is a hard-swinging excursion that works well at a variety
of tempos (144 to 196). Each section of the band is featured at
one time or another, and the fune can feature a number of
soloists.

The opening melody in the frombones should be played lightly
while maintaining a certain amount of intensity. Strive for a well-
blended ensemble sound and avoid vibrato in this section. Drums
and bass should play a two-beat pattern as notated and work for
a relaxed but tight swing feel. Make sure the bass line is not over-
powered by the bones. When saxes and trumpets enter, it's
important that unisons within the section are played without
vibrato. Notes with “housetop” accents are crucial to the correct
style and should be played with a strong “dat” articulation.

At m. 33 the bebop line shared by the whole group (less drums)
should be played with idiomatic articulation. Work for a strong
upbeat accent from everyone. Although the drum part is wriften
with a typical open-and-closed hi-hat figure, capable players are
encouraged to improvise other rhythms during this section.

The shout section at m. 57 is fortissimo and should be played with
plenty of drive. To maintain the intensity of the swing feel, encour-
age the ensemble to connect each note of the phrase, with the
exception of notes followed immediately by rests. Those notes will
need a little more volume and harder articulation.

Chord symboils are provided at the solo section for Alto 1, Tenor 1,
Trumpet 2 and Trombone 1, but solos can be given to any player.
Although the changes may seem complex, one can improvise
effectively over the entire progression using a C concert blues
scale (C, Eb, F, Gb, G, Bb). Cue the backgrounds as needed,
making sure that they are played during the final solo chorus. The
final chorus should build in intensity from m. 97 to the end.

Mike Steinel is an internationally recognized jazz arfist and educator. -
Since 1987 he has served as Professor of Jazz Studies at the University of
North Texas where he teaches jazz improvisation and pedagogy. Prior to
joining the UNT faculty, Mike taught at Northern lllinois University and
Bethel College in Kansas. He has recorded with the Frank Mantooth
Orchestra and the Chicago Jazz Quintet, and has performed with a wide
variety of jazz greats including Clark Terry, Jerry Bergonzi, Bill Evans and
Don Ellis. Mike is the author of two books on jazz and numerous charts.
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