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Raymond Conklin was a beloved professor of low brass at Murray State University in Murray,
Kentucky. His 45 year teaching career resulted in numerous accolades and administrative positions
including: The Murray State University Board of Regents Teaching Excellence Award, the Dr. Charles
and Marlene Johnson Outstanding Music Faculty Award, President of the Murray State University
Senate, and Chair of the Department of Music. He was an accomplished trombonist who performed
with the Evansville (IN) Philharmonic Orchestra, Owensboro (KY) Symphony Orchestra and
numerous regional orchestras. As a freelance commercial artist, he got to perform with Mel Tormé,
Doc Severinson, Clark Terry, Marvin Hamlisch, Jamey Aebersold, Sim Flora, and David Baker.

Conklin’s enduring legacy is his accomplishments as a teacher. His former students currently teach
and perform in college university programs public schools, and symphony orchestras throughout the
United States and Europe. Reflection and Celebration is a musical homage to a man who was
revered for his mentorship, musical intellect and delightful humor. The work opens with a somber
melodic solo, capturing the noble spirit of this great mentor. Several repetitive 5-note ascending
motives follow which is a symbolic reference to students learning and accomplishing under Conklin’s
mentorship. The bold fanfare style (in measure 32) is presented to capture the presence and tall
stature of Conklin. Finally, Conklin’s down-to-earth personality and his infectious humor is
referenced (in measure 83). Even the fanfare theme returns in a faster tempo, thus highlighting the
frivolity, lightheartedness, and wisdom of this adored music teacher.
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Reflection and Celebration

for 8-part Trombone Ensemble

David F. Wilborn (ASCAP)

Moderate tempo with a solemn spirit (J = 84-86)
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* Ifthe Ist trombone part is doubled, it is suggested that the soloist performs the first 12 measures

either offstage or behind the audience. Doing so achieves an ethereal effect - an effect that reflects and celebrates
the spirit and memory of Professor Raymond Conklin.
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