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My birthday shares many milestones in history, including the premiere of Beethoven’s 7th Symphony, 
the birthday of composer Jean Sibelius, the release of the Beatles’ album “Magical Mystery Tour”, and 
sadly, the assassination of John Lennon. Perhaps most famously, it is also the day that President Franklin 
Delano Roosevelt delivered his “Day of Infamy” speech that launched the United States into World War 
II as a response to the attack on Pearl Harbor the previous day. 

Through the years, the “Day of Infamy” speech has resonated with me and inspired me to explore writing 
music to embody the resolve and patriotism that President Roosevelt sounded in his historic speech. The 
call to action in the President’s words was somber and courageous at the same time. The music in this 
work carries the burden of both of those sentiments to depict the country contemplating entering a world 
war for the second time in the 20th century. 

The music begins in a rather religious and emotional tone. It moves into a more hopeful feeling that is 
taken over by the patriotic tone in the brass at M.16. The colors of the woodwind choir versus the brass and 
percussion choirs are a conscious choice to elicit the range of emotion that is present in a time of war. The 
section at M.46 contains a “flutter” of activity in preparation for war that leads into the serious reality at M.55. 

My eternal optimism is on full display at the section from M.63 through the climactic chord at M.73. 
However, the somber and reflective emotions return to bring the work to a contemplative ending. 

My hope is that this music will create a discussion of these events with your students and perhaps inspire 
a cross-curriculum opportunity with the history and social science departments at your school. It is 
certainly an important part of U.S. history.

About the Composer

Day of Infamy

Sean O’Loughlin (b.1972) is the Principal Pops Conductor of Symphoria, the 
exciting new symphony in Syracuse, NY and the newly appointed Principal 

Pops Conductor of the Victoria Symphony in Victoria, B.C. Canada. His 
music is characterized by vibrant rhythms, passionate melodies, and 
colorful scoring. As a conductor and arranger, he has led performances 
with the Boston Pops Orchestra, the San Francisco Symphony, the Chicago 
Symphony, the Hollywood Bowl Orchestra, the Minnesota Orchestra, 

the Dallas Symphony, the Atlanta Symphony, the Houston Symphony 
and the Seattle Symphony amongst others. He has served as conductor 

for national and world-wide tours with Josh Groban, Sarah McLachlan, and 
the Jerry Garcia Symphonic Celebration. He has also appeared on ABC’s Good 

Morning America with Josh Groban and NBC’s “A Very Pentatonix Christmas.”

Recent collaborations include such artists as Sarah McLachlan, Adele, Josh Groban, Pentatonix, Steven 
Tyler and Joe Perry, Kelly Clarkson, Diana Ross, Journey, Melissa Etheridge, Weird Al Yankovic, Blue 
Man Group, Janelle Monáe, Audra McDonald, Hall and Oates, Gloria Estefan, the Indigo Girls, Diana 
Krall, Itzhak Perlman, Brandi Carlile, Martina McBride, and others.

Through his growing number of commissioned and published works, Sean is excited to continue 
contributing to the rich history of orchestral and wind band literature. His music is published by Excelcia 
Music, Hal Leonard and Carl Fischer. He is a frequent guest conductor with professional orchestras 
around the country and abroad. An annual ASCAP Special Awards winner, Sean was a composition 
fellow at the Henry Mancini Institute in Los Angeles, and holds composition degrees from New England 
Conservatory and Syracuse University.
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