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Bill Thomas

Desk Drumming is perfect material for teaching musical elements in any environment: a standard music
room, a regular classroom, or even on the floor. These duets can be successfully performed by just 2 players,
several people on each part or an entire class split up in half.

The piece comprises of three drumming duets that range in difficulty. Each duet is composed using mainly
unison patterns and call and response sections to give performers the opportunity to demonstrate their
knowledge of musical concepts. Some key elements to have performers focus on would include dynamic
control, balance, rhythmic figures and articulations. It is important to spend enough time teaching students
the proper basic techniques of playing rhythms successfully, keeping a steady tempo as a duet or group, and
listening to each other as they play before working on some of these more difficult concepts.
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