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PROGRAM NOTES

Blackberries was written for the Eero Trio and is titled after the 
poem below which was written by my daughter, Sophie, at age 
ten, just as I was beginning work on this trio. Although the poem 
begins to describe a childlike, natural, and bucolic world, there is 
also a sense of impending change, mystery, and perhaps danger.

—Elena Ruehr

PUBLISHER’S NOTES

The part for B-flat Clarinet is included in the set. A piano part is 
also included at the composer’s recommendation. The pianist may 
perform either from the score or from the part (19 vs. 15 page 
turns). Either way a page turner is required.

PERFORMANCE NOTES

Pianist: Pedal markings are indicated specifically in some places. 
Please follow all markings indicated when learning the score, but 
once the basic sound is understood, feel free to alter markings at 
your discretion.

—Elena Ruehr

Blackberries

My hands fumble with the sticky berries as I plunk them into the small container.  
My little fingers come to a juicy, ripe berry.
I stick it into my mouth as quickly as I can before my mother or father can see.  
My sneakiness does not help me for the purple juice is all over my lips, cheeks, and chin.   
The sun is high up in the summer sky, and no clouds roam.      
The wind is meager as it tosses my long hair.        
The marsh reeds and bog behind the blackberry bushes are invisible.    
The Cape Cod air is sweet with salt and ocean scents.       
A seagull cries above the marsh, looking for oysters to pry open.      
Another bird, a hawk perhaps, circles an area not far from where I stand.     
The cattails whip about as suddenly the wind becomes a rush.      
My mother calls, and I scurry out of the brambles, trying not to get pricked by a sharp thorn.  
I come to my bike, and we set off down the dirt road to our little cottage some ways away.

—Sophie Ruehr
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