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! Chicago area composer James Stephenson’s works have been performed by leading American orchestras and 
hailed by critics as having “straightforward, unabashedly beautiful sounds” and "Stephenson deserves to be 
heard again and again!" (Boston Herald). His music incorporates a fresh and energizing sound scape that 
delights the audience while maintaining integrity and worthwhile challenges for the performing musicians. This 
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Song-tudes
"lyrical Day-tudes"

August, 2012

Volume III of the "Day-tudes" series,
where a new etude is composed daily and shipped out 

to subscribers worldwide.

August 1, 2012
"Mission Augustus"

Well, I'm at it again. Having done two earlier volumes
of "Day-tudes" (February and April, 2010), I've decided to 

do a new volume of songs, or lyrical studies.
Every composer needs (in my opinion) to have

at their resource the ability to write melodic material.
From my experience, it is this that audiences latch on to the most,

and composers that ignore it put themselves at an immediate disadvantage.
And so I present this volume of personal studies based on the need

to express music through notes organized as beautifully as possible (given the
constraints that I have to don one quickly every day!)

The title comes from two things:
First - "The Mission"

The first four notes remind me of the main theme from that 1986 movie.
And since I'm on a personal mission with these "Day-tudes", I went with it.

Second - "Augustus"
well, this is obvious, but I'm going with the definition
referring to admiration and veneration - because I am

grateful to all those who have signed on to this project and
I hope to make these studies worthy of their faith in me to do a good job!

Performance note: Please be free with your expression on this 
(and probably all in this volume).

Many of my implied harmonies need time for the ear 
to register their progression.COMPOSERJIM
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