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To The Director

Giuseppe Verdi’s Il Trovatore premiered in 1853. The Anvil Chorus, which is the English name for Coro di
zingari, is sung in Act 2 when Spanish gypsies strike their anvils at dawn in praise of their work and lives.

In preparation for learning this piece, students should review the B minor scales, especially the harmon-
ic minor. Within the piece, the A# will be played as a low 1 for violins, followed by a low 2 to play the B
natural which follows (half position). For the violas, the A# is played on the G string with a high 1, placed
next o the high 2. Second violins also play a high 1, drop 2, in measure 13.

Cellos will love the challenge of playing in 2nd, 3rd, and 4th position, and even have the opportunity to
play a high Bl The parts will require some slow, repetitive practice, but the challenging passages occur
multiple times in the piece.

The anvil parts are easy enough to be played by a student, parent or special guest!

A recording of this piece can be downloaded at www.kendormusic.com

DEBORAH BAKER MONDAY

Deborah Baker Monday has 34 years of string teaching and conducting experience which is reflected in her well-crafted compositions and
arrangements. She has presented at many national ASTA conferences, the Midwest Clinic and the Ohio State University String Teacher
Workshop as one of the leading contributors to the pedagogical string orchestra repertoire.
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Grade 3+
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Anvil Chorus

(from Il Trovatore)

Giuseppe Verdi

FULL SCORE ] arranged by Deborah Baker Monday
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