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To The Director

Liven things up by taking the great maestro to a folk dance. This fun arrangement combines several of Beethoven’s most famous
works with bluegrass style fiddling that’s sure to be entertaining for both your students and the audience. 

Throughout his career, Beethoven was inspired by folk music. He composed variations on popular tunes and wrote a great deal
of dance music. When I was asked to write a “mashup” piece for orchestra, it seemed a natural fit to combine Beethoven’s
music and contemporary fiddling styles. This arrangement includes several of Beethoven’s well-known works:

Measures 1–44: Symphony No. 6 “Pastorale,” Mvt. I. The opening should be played in the classical style. The fermata in measure 4
traditionally moves to the fifth measure without pause. Observe the subito piano in measure 15. The 2nd Violin section should play
both fourth finger and open D as a double stop in measure 18 with drive and an emphasis on two and four. The tempo should
remain the same as the opening, but can increase slightly if time is stretched in the opening measures.

Measures 45–93: Leonore Overture No. 3. This entire section should be played in a driving bluegrass fiddling style. In measures 44-
45 in the 2nd Violin part, bring out the “riff” from the Fifth Symphony. 1st Violin and cello parts have some higher position passages
in this section, and suggested fingerings are provided.

Measures 94–123: Symphony No. 5, Mvt. II. This section is in the style of a country waltz, and should be played with swing eighth
notes. 

Measures 123–156: Symphony No. 7, Mvt. IV. In the style of a reel, continue to play swing eighth notes in this section. 

Measures 157 – 169: Theme from Creatures of Prometheus (and also Symphony No. 3 “Eroica,” Mvt. IV). Continue the swing
eighth notes in this section. Play with a lighter style to set the mood for Ode to Joy.

Measures 170–end: Theme from Ode to Joy, from Symphony No. 9 “Chorale,” Mvt. IV. Play from measure 170-185 in the classical
style. In measure 186 all the violins should play the “kicker” with a brisk driving feel. Bassists are welcome to include some slapping
if they are familiar with the technique. Fiddles should place the emphasis on two and four. The “tag” at the end contains motives
from the Ninth Symphony and the Fifth Symphony. 

A recording of this piece can be downloaded at www.kendormusic.com

MICHAEL HOPKINS

Michael Hopkins is an Associate Professor in the Department of Music at the University of Vermont, where he conducts the University
Symphony Orchestra and teaches courses in music education and music technology. Hopkins earned a Bachelor's Degree in music educa-
tion from Colorado State University and a Masters and Ph.D. in Music Education from the University of Michigan. He composes pieces in
orchestral, chamber, solo, electro-acoustic and popular styles. His works for young orchestra are published by Kendor, Alfred, and Grand
Mesa Music. He has been commissioned by many ensembles in Colorado, Michigan and Vermont. 
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