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Rossini wrote 39 operas, including to L'ltaliana in Algerithat premiered in 1813. Its overture has become standard
orchestra literature, and this string version reflects the essence of the original. It is an example of the drama gio-
coso style popularized by Rossini. This style, “drama with jokes,” is reflected in its opening overture. The overture is
known for its memorable opening pizzicato section (mm. 1-14) accompanying a flowing 1st Violin solo (mm. 9-15),
followed by unexpected eruptions from the full ensemble (mm. 16, 18). These dramatic and amusing "surprises" are
reminiscent of Joseph Haydn’s Symphony #94, “The Surprise Symphony,” that Rossini admired and enjoyed. A
melodic fransition, played spiccato (mm. 19-27), closes the introduction.

The principal theme of the overture, in C major (mm. 28-47), continues the sudden sforzando interjections heard
first in the infroduction, and should be emphasized. A related second theme with repetitive slurred scale motives
(mm. 48-63) is played over spiccato accompaniment. This is followed by an energetic and repetitive transition to
the second main section of the overture in G major (mm. 79-90), characterized by friplet scale figures. After this
theme is repeated, another long, extended transition (mm. 21-130) returns to a restatement of the second section
theme, this time in C major (mm. 131-142), and repeated as before. The transition material appears again, this fime
as closing material (mm. 143-164), now extended (mm. 165-181) to the final arpeggios and chords (mm. 182-186).
Throughout the overture, care should be taken to observe articulation markings, especially emphasizing off-string
spiccato markings. Exaggerated dynamics will increase the dramatic and comical effects of the piece.

A recording of this piece can be downloaded at www.kendormusic.com
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