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To The Director

Rossini wrote 39 operas, including to L'Italiana in Algeri that premiered in 1813. Its overture has become standard
orchestra literature, and this string version reflects the essence of the original. It is an example of the drama gio-
coso style popularized by Rossini. This style, “drama with jokes,” is reflected in its opening overture. The overture is
known for its memorable opening pizzicato section (mm. 1-14) accompanying a flowing 1st Violin solo (mm. 9-15),
followed by unexpected eruptions from the full ensemble (mm. 16, 18). These dramatic and amusing "surprises" are
reminiscent of Joseph Haydn’s Symphony #94, “The Surprise Symphony,” that Rossini admired and enjoyed. A
melodic transition, played spiccato (mm. 19-27), closes the introduction. 

The principal theme of the overture, in C major (mm. 28-47), continues the sudden sforzando interjections heard
first in the introduction, and should be emphasized. A related second theme with repetitive slurred scale motives
(mm. 48-63) is played over spiccato accompaniment. This is followed by an energetic and repetitive transition to
the second main section of the overture in G major (mm. 79-90), characterized by triplet scale figures. After this
theme is repeated, another long, extended transition (mm. 91-130) returns to a restatement of the second section
theme, this time in C major (mm. 131-142), and repeated as before. The transition material appears again, this time
as closing material (mm. 143-164), now extended (mm. 165-181) to the final arpeggios and chords (mm. 182-186).
Throughout the overture, care should be taken to observe articulation markings, especially emphasizing off-string
spiccato markings. Exaggerated dynamics will increase the dramatic and comical effects of the piece.

A recording of this piece can be downloaded at www.kendormusic.com

ANDREW H. DABCZYNSKI

Andrew H. Dabczynski is Emeritus Professor of Music Education at Brigham Young University in Provo (UT), where he founded the
BYU “New Horizons Orchestra,” and was awarded BYU’s Joseph E. White Fellowship for Teaching and Learning. Dr. Dabczynski has
held teaching and administrative positions at the Eastman School of Music in Rochester, NY and public schools in New York.  He
received a B.M. degree in applied viola performance from the Eastman School, and a M.A. from the University of Connecticut.
He also holds a Ph.D. in Music Education from the University of Michigan. As a performer, Dr. Dabczynski has played viola in the
Rochester (NY) Philharmonic, the Hartford (CT) Symphony, the Portland (ME) Symphony, the Kalamazoo (MI) Symphony, and the
Greenwich (CT) Symphony orchestras.Dr. Dabczynski has held a variety of national committee positions with the American String
Teachers Association, where he was named “Higher Education Teacher of the Year” in 2005, and in 2014 awarded him for his
“Outstanding Contributions to Music Education.”

He appears frequently as a clinician and guest conductor, and has produced over 120  works for string and full orchestra that are
played regularly in concerts throughout the world.
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