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INSTRUMENTATION

1 - Full Score

8 - 1st Violin

8 - 2nd Violin

3 - 3rd Violin (Viola T.C.)

5 - Viola

5 - Cello

5 - Bass

EXTRA SCORES & PARTS AVAILABLE

To The Director

Giuseppe Verdi was one of the greatest Italian opera composers of the 19th century. The overture to
La Forza Del Destino was composed when Verdi revised the opera for a performance at La Scala in
1869. This string orchestra arrangement captures the full range of thematic contrasts and emotion 
present in the original overture and will be challenging and rewarding for orchestras to perform. Verdi
intended the opening agitated theme to represent Fate. This “Fate” theme is used by Verdi as a way to
unify the many different thematic ideas he presents during the overture. This piece is one of the most
popular of Verdi’s overtures and provides a musical metaphor for the force of destiny—chaotic on the
surface, yet logical and coherent in the depth of its design. 

This arrangement is a great opportunity for your students to work on tempo changes. The theme that
begins in measure 9 should be conducted in 1. Providing the orchestra with two prep beats (a dead
prep, followed by a live prep) will help ensure a precise entrance in measure 9. Pull the tempo back in
measure 43 to match the opening measures. The rhythm that first occurs in measure 53 in the cello part
is sometimes misinterpreted: the measure consists of four 8th note triplets (i.e. 12/8 meter), there are no
sixteenth note triplets. Pull the tempo back slightly at measure 67 and exaggerate the hairpin dynamics
in this section for dramatic effect. The slash notation in measure 110 indicates sixteenth notes, not
tremolo. 

A recording of this piece can be downloaded at www.kendormusic.com

MICHAEL HOPKINS

Michael Hopkins is an associate professor of music education at the University of Michigan School of Music, Theatre & Dance in Ann Arbor,
where he teaches undergraduate courses in string techniques, orchestra methods, and music technology, and graduate courses in psycholo-
gy of music and research methods. Prior to joining the faculty, Hopkins was an associate professor of music at the University of Vermont,
from 1999-2010, where he was conductor of the UVM Orchestra and taught courses in music education and music technology. Hopkins
earned a Bachelor's Degree in music education from Colorado State University and a Masters and Ph.D. in Music Education from the
University of Michigan. He composes pieces in orchestral, chamber, solo, electro-acoustic and popular styles. He has been commissioned by
many ensembles in Colorado, Michigan and Vermont. 
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