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To The Director

Written by Spanish composer Sebastian Yradier in the 1850’s, this song went on to be one of the first 
universally popular hits. The dove references a legend that a white dove would bring a message from
a lost sailor to his beloved, that a final link of love overcomes separation and even death.

This genre is a Habanera, which is a Spanish-American version of the contradanse, an 18th century
English country dance. This style comes from Cuban popular dance music of the 19th century which
was brought back to Spain by sailors. 

In performing this arrangement, keep the bass line rock steady (having some of the basses play pizzica-
to will help) and be careful of balance between melody and accompaniment. There are staggered
dynamics in many places to help with the balance, particularly when the tune is in the middle voices.
A strong downbeat is reinforced by the bowing on the sixteenth notes in measure 17 and the fast
down-bow in measure 30 in the 1st Violin part.

A recording of this piece can be downloaded at www.kendormusic.com.

STEVEN FRACKENPOHL

Steven Frackenpohl has been an orchestra director and string instructor in the public schools for many years, and is currently at the West
Genesee School District in Camillus, NY. He has received degrees from Ithaca College and the Crane School of Music. His experience as a
performer, teacher and director leads to an understanding of orchestral writing and arranging.
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