
KENDOR APEX STRING ORCHESTRA SERIES

Nutcracker Jam
GRADE 3  • DURATION 5:40

Peter Ilyich Tschaikowsky
(1840 - 1893)

arranged by Michael Hopkins

FULL SCORE

INSTRUMENTATION
1 - Full Score
8 - 1st Violin
8 - 2nd Violin
3 - 3rd Violin (Viola T.C.)
5 - Viola
5 - Cello
5 - Bass
1 - Drum Set (opt.)

EXTRA SCORES & PARTS AVAILABLE

To The Director

This rhythmically syncopated hip hop mashup of favorites from Tschaikowsky's Nutcracker, including the
Overture, March, Arabian Dance, Dance of the Reed Pipes, Dance of the Sugar Plum Fairy and Trepak is
sure to energize your holiday program!

The opening measures are to be played in a traditional style. In measure 17, stay low on the bow for a crisp
articulation. Measure 61 should be heavy and rockin! At measure 111, the cello and bass pizzicato must be
separated, well-articulated, and played on the front of the beat. The Sugar Plum Fairy and Trepak is to be
played in a laid-back hip hop feel. 

In general, all eighth notes are played with short crisp bow strokes and plenty of separation. Repeated
down bows should be played in the lower half of the bow near the frog. Uniformity in articulation, bow
placement and length of notes will greatly enhance the performance. 

There is an optional drum set part that is recommend for performance. A backing track is available for
download at kendormusic.com for you to use if you do not have access to a drummer. 

A recording of this piece can be downloaded at www.kendormusic.com

MICHAEL HOPKINS

Michael Hopkins is an associate professor of music education at the University of Michigan School of Music, Theatre & Dance in Ann
Arbor, where he teaches undergraduate courses in string techniques, orchestra methods, and music technology, and graduate cours-
es in psychology of music and research methods. Prior to joining the faculty, Hopkins was an associate professor of music at the
University of Vermont, from 1999-2010, where he was conductor of the UVM Orchestra and taught courses in music education and
music technology. Hopkins earned a Bachelor's Degree in music education from Colorado State University and a Masters and Ph.D. in
Music Education from the University of Michigan. He composes pieces in orchestral, chamber, solo, electro-acoustic and popular
styles. He has been commissioned by many ensembles in Colorado, Michigan and Vermont. 
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Peter Ilyich Tschaikowsky
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