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To The Director

Mozart composed “Symphony No. 31 in D major (K. 297)” during a trip to Paris in 1778 when he was 22
years old. His original work is in three movements, and was written for strings with 2 flutes, 2 oboes, 2
clarinets, 2 bassoons, 2 horns, 2 trumpets and timpani. This was Mozart’s first symphony to include clar-
inets. The opening of the first movement features a compositional technique popular at the time
known as the “Mannheim Rocket” in which a scale or arpeggio swiftly ascends with a crescendo.

This is a great piece for developing bow control and working on essential bow strokes. The piece
requires the alternate use of long detaché and crisp martelé bow strokes, bow lifts and recovery,
repeated down bows, rapid sixteenth notes, and both light and heavy spiccato.

There are several passages in this arrangement where the bow should be lifted and recovered towards
the frog for the next bow stroke. Repeated down bows (circle bows) are indicated with a comma. In
the rhythmic figures which first occur in 1st Violin (measure 19 and measure 23), the bow should be
recovered towards the frog after beat one to play the following eighth note.

The dynamic marking in measure 50 and 51 is editorial to suggest a tapered end to the phrase, as is
commonly heard in classical performance practice. The bow stroke for the triplets in measures 97-101
and 116-121 should be a heavy orchestral spiccato at or below the balance point.

A recording of this piece can be downloaded at www.kendormusic.com

MICHAEL HOPKINS

Michael Hopkins is an associate professor of music education at the University of Michigan School of Music, Theatre & Dance in Ann Arbor,
where he teaches undergraduate courses in string techniques, orchestra methods, and music technology, and graduate courses in psycholo-
gy of music and research methods. Prior to joining the faculty, Hopkins was an associate professor of music at the University of Vermont,
from 1999-2010, where he was conductor of the UVM Orchestra and taught courses in music education and music technology. Hopkins
earned a Bachelor's Degree in music education from Colorado State University and a Masters and Ph.D. in Music Education from the
University of Michigan. He composes pieces in orchestral, chamber, solo, electro-acoustic and popular styles. He has been commissioned by
many ensembles in Colorado, Michigan and Vermont. 
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