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Rhapsody In Blue
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George Gershwin
(1898 - 1937) 

arranged by Michael Hopkins

To The Director

George Gershwin completed Rhapsody In Blue in 1924 and performed it on the piano at the world premiere 
at Aeolian Hall in New York City on February 12, 1924. Rhapsody In Blue was one of the first orchestral works 
to fuse together blues, jazz and classical styles to create a distinctly American orchestral sound, and has 
been a staple of American concert music for the last 100 years. 

This arrangement is designed to allow grade 4+ string orchestra groups to experience all the themes from 
Gershwin’s classic work for piano and full orchestra. After the initial trill on the open D string, the violas 
should put their 1st fingers down on Eb and slowly gliss on the 1st finger to the G on the downbeat of the 
2nd measure. I recommend having students listen to the clarinet glissando in the original to get a feel for 
the style. If the entire section cannot coordinate the glissando, it can also be performed by a solo viola. 

Gershwin’s style requires many chromatic alterations. Finger slides (e.g. L1 to H1 or L2 to H2) can help em-
phasize the style. For the chromatic lines at measure 76 and again at measure 98, I recommend the 3-2-1 
fingering. In the section at measure 98, the 1st Violins should be prominent and other parts supportive. 

A recording of this piece can be downloaded at www.kendormusic.com

MICHAEL HOPKINS

Michael Hopkins is an associate professor of music education at the University of Michigan School of Music, Theatre & Dance in Ann 
Arbor, where he teaches undergraduate courses in string techniques, orchestra methods, and music technology, and graduate courses 
in psychology of music and research methods. Prior to joining the faculty, Hopkins was an associate professor of music at the Univer-
sity of Vermont, from 1999-2010, where he was conductor of the UVM Orchestra and taught courses in music education and music 
technology. Hopkins earned a Bachelor’s Degree in music education from Colorado State University and a Masters and Ph.D. in Music 
Education from the University of Michigan. He composes pieces in orchestral, chamber, solo, electro-acoustic and popular styles. He 
has been commissioned by many ensembles in Colorado, Michigan and Vermont. 

INSTRUMENTATION
 1 - Full Score
 8 - 1st Violin
 8 - 2nd Violin
 3 - 3rd Violin (Viola T.C.)
 5 - Viola
 5 - Cello
 5 - Bass
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George Gershwin

arranged by Michael Hopkins

Rhapsody In Blue

FULL SCORE

Grade 4+

duration 5:20

Moderato  q = 80
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