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To The Director

This arrangement is a slightly condensed version at just 170 measures (originally 270 measures). The
exposition is completely intact with the original key B major transposed to a more string friendly G Major.
The opening themes are very pentatonic which gives it a folklike character. The rhythmic emphasis 
continually accents the “and” of beat 1 which is consistent with Slavic dance styles.

In a typical Romantic trend, Borodin takes a tertian approach to the key of the secondary theme by
modulating to Bb major. The transition from principal to second theme includes material from the intro-
duction but arrives at measure 51 on a pedal dominant 2nd inversion chord. The second theme occurs
in F, then A major, and finally in Bb at measures 63-64. 

The exhibition plays out in this key and then the development begins with an abrupt shift to a pedal
dominant (like the introduction) back in the key of G. This is where the arrangement departs from the
original. Borodin continued to develop for 100 measures, whereas this recollection of the opening 
provides the perfect door for the recapitulation. The second theme returns this time in G as a typical
sonata-allegro form would. This makes for a great teaching point on musical form. 

Students will need to use arm weight to produce crescendos for shorter note values. Bow length will 
be reserved for slurred passages or the lyrical second theme. Emphasizing the accents will help with
precision. Practice speed drills to help students increase finger dexterity for the G scale running 
passages. I hope you will feel the joy which permeates this wonderful music!

A recording of this piece can be downloaded at www.kendormusic.com

DEBORAH BAKER MONDAY

Currently teaching in the Logan City School District, she is a cello/bass specialist working with 4th-8th grade students in seven schools. An
active Bass performer and private teacher, she has served as adjunct Bass instructor at Utah State University and has been on the faculty of
the ASTA with NSOA “Bass Fest” for three years. She co-authored the “Strings Extraordinaire” collection and she is one of the leading con-
tributors to the repertoire for pedagogical string orchestra music. In 1999 Deborah was named the Utah ASTA with NSOA Elementary
Teacher Of The Year.
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