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To The Director

Louis Moreau Gottschalk (1829-1869) was the first American to
achieve an international reputation as a pianist and composer. His music
is convincingly American, incorporating the indigenous rhythms and
melodies of North and South America. Subfitled “March of the Gibaros
[Peasants],” this piece is one of his finest. The music begins in the dis-
tance, builds in rhythmic complexity as the procession gets closer, then
gradually recedes, ending with soft chords dying away in the distance.

~ - Rhythmic clarity is essential to create a clean distinction between
melodic and accompaniment elements. The more chordal and legato
sections marked meno mosso at m. 25 and 99 serve as delightful contrasts
from the more driving rhythms created by the first theme. Freedom in feel-
ing the ritard at the conclusion of each of these sections is most appropri-
ate, also enhancing the return to Tempo 1.

The arch form of the dynamics will need to be carefully rehearsed in
order to be true to the programmatic nature of this composition.

ROBERT S. FROST

Drawing from years of teaching experience in Utah’s Cache County School District, Bob's
expertise in the educational string field is recognized worldwide. With graduate and
undergraduate degrees from Utah State University, he has served as president of the
National School Orchestra Association, and his acclaimed string arrangements appear in
the catalogs of several top publishers.
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