FULL SCORE

Night On Bald Mountain

15

GRADE 4+ * DURATION &

\

by Modest Moussorgsky
(1839-1881)
arranged by Deborah Baker Monday

e,

i ,
AT
RS
RS

fel

Fogn,

3 Yo,

e
oy

INSTRUMENTATION
‘1 - Full Score

8 -

1st Violin

8 - 2nd Violin
5 - Viola

A4



To The Director

This piece was originally entitled St. John’s Night On The Bare Mountain and was com-
pleted by Moussorgsky on the feast of St. John in 1867. Inspired by Russian folktales of
witchery and satanic practices, the music conjures up sounds of howling winds and
clashing spirits. It is thought to be the first Russian tone poem g;enre of symphonic
music which emerged in the late Romantic period. Rimsky-Korsakov arranged this piece
which was published in 1886, and it was adapted by Leopold Stokowsky for the motion
picture “Fantasia” in 1940.

Knowing the form of any piece will help students practice more efficiently. The A section
(the flourishing violin triplets and the popular low brass theme assigned here to the low
strings) occurs in measures 1-25 and returns in measures 108-130. The B section (more
dance-like) first appears in measures 26-77 and returns in measures 131-158. Many
phrases recur within different textures and accompaniments keeping the momentum
going forward. Help students look for the similarities throughout the piece.

There is great opportunity for expression in this dramatic work. The bow must be used
to create variety of tone color - from a velvety soft tone played over the fingerboard, to
the most intense fortissimo requiring the bow to be as close to the bridge as possible '
with the most arm weight. Different articulations can also create variety - try using differ-
ent amounts of separation either on or off the string to find just the right sound.

DEBORAH BAKER MONDAY

Currently teaching in the Logan City School District, she is a cello/bass specialist working with 4th-
8th grade students in seven schools. An active Bass performer and private teacher, she has
served as adjunct Bass instructor at Utah State University and has been on the faculty of the ASTA
with NSOA “Bass Fest” for three years. She co-authored the “Strings Extraordinaire” collection and
her works have been published with a number of leading educational music publishers. In 1999
Deborah was named the Utah ASTA with NSOA Elementary Teacher Of The Year.
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