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Dancing on Air

Jon Bubbett, a native of Dothan, AL., graduated from Dothan High School (1977). He received his BMEd from Troy State
University, Troy, AL in 1981 and his MMEd in 1989 from VanderCook College of Music, Chicago, IL. His career spanned thirty
eight years with the last twenty six at Thompson High School in Alabaster, AL.His previous schools were Washington-Wilkes
Comprehensive High School in Washington , GA., Demopolis High School in Demopolis, AL. and Erwin High School in
Birmingham, AL.

Numerous times Mr. Bubbett has served as a guest clinician and adjudicator in Alabama, Georgia and Mississippi. He has served
as a clinician participant for both the Alabama Music Educators Association In-Service Conference,  Midwest International Band
and Orchestra Clinic and has served as the rehearsal assistant for the Music for All Honor Band of America since 2016.

Now and before his retirement from public education Mr. Bubbett has had concert band and ensemble music published through
Excelcia Music Publishing, RWS Music, Eighth Note Publications and through his website:  www.jonbubbettmusic.com.

ISBN: 9781771578974
CATALOG NUMBER: CB222445

COST: $70.00
DURATION: 3:35

DIFFICULTY RATING:GRADE 3
Concert Band

www.enpmusic.com

Jon Bubbett

Dancing On Air was inspired by watching eagles flying at the Circle B Bar Reserve in central Florida. Flocks of bald
eagles flying over Lake Hancock twisting and turning in the breeze as graceful as ballet dancers in a perfectly
synchronized choreography. But then on occasion, they go on the hunt. Diving straight down from their “dancing
height” into the water below in search of dinner! Central Florida has one of the largest populations of nesting bald
eagles in the United States. To watch these magnificent birds soar through the sky and “dance” in the air is a truly
beautiful sight.

Performance Suggestions:

The opening tempo should be brisk but not too fast. Eagles are majestically soaring through the sky...not racing.

Notice how the melody in m9 and m17 starts in the upper woodwinds but then hands off to the trumpets. These first 4
notes represent these magnificent creatures as they flap their wings to gain altitude and then glide. Take care that both
parts have equal prominence and should have equal standing.

M25 finds the eagles simply gliding on the summer breeze over the lake as they search the water below with their
“eagle eyes” looking for prey. Take care to keep this section very simple and yet elegant.

Now the horns and baritones, along with the clarinets, are the ones seeking altitude and the flutes along with are the
ones gliding on the summer breezes over the lake.

The eagles spot their prey beginning at m57 and the hunt is on. Make certain the timpani solo is nice and aggressive
with good firm accents answered by the winds. Take care to properly feature the phrase shapes at m64 as the eagles
contemplate the perfect time to dive into the water. This will perfectly off set the “dive” at m80.

M98 is the climax of the piece with dozens of eagles flying and “dancing” on air as they continue to seek altitude and
then dive into the water from dizzying heights!
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