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Composer’s note: Comic Book Fanfares is a 9-minute fantasy for horn, by turns elegiac and broadly comedic. In 1993–4 I

wrote a comic opera (called Craig’s Progress) peopled with comic book characters. The hero, Craig, had his own brand of

‘heroic’ music—slightly pompous, naive, energetic and youthful—and was ‘represented’ in the orchestra by the horn, that

quintessential sonic icon of heroism. Comic Book Fanfares uses a couple of ideas from Craig’s music and weaves them into a

portrait that’s really a fond reminiscence, but also a salute to the heroic in all of us. It was completed in September 2016,

and written for Joel Ashford through Third Ear’s ‘greater than’ commissioning initiative. 
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