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Sonata “Sancti Polycarpi”

Heinrich Ignaz Franz von Biber
Arranged by David Marlatt

THE WORK: Originally this work was scored for 8 trumpets, timpani and basso continuo. Heinrich Ignaz

Franz von Biber wrote this piece for choirs of trumpets that were instructed to stand separate to make the best
use of the antiphonal effect. He was a brilliant violinist and gamba player but wrote several pieces for
trumpet ensembles of various sizes ranging from unaccompanied duets to 8 or more trumpets. Biber’s use of
choirs was used with other instruments other than trumpets. In his larger-scale compositions, the groups of
instruments are given different styles and these short episodes alternate between two or more choirs of
instruments.

THE TRANSCRIPTION: The trombones and and horns take over the bottom four trumpet parts and the
tubas alternate the continuo line. Antiphonal positioning adds an excellent effect to this piece and if the
indicated dynamics are adhered to, this effect of alternation of thematic material between the two choirs is
very powerful. There have been no ornaments (except the final measure in the principal trumpet part)
indicated and they should be added freely at the discretion of the performers.

PARTS:

EREVIEW ONLY

F Horn 1

F Horn 2
Trombone 1
Trombone 2
Tuba 1
Tuba 2

ISBN: 9781554729258 COST: $25.00 DIFFICULTY RATING: Medium
CATALOG NUMBER: DBQ9Y%63 DURATION: 4:25 Double Brass Quintet
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H.LF Biber
(1644-1704)

Transcribed by D. Marlatt

Sonata "Scti Polycarpi"
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