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NOTES TO THE CONDUCTOR

Willow Weep for Me is a well-known popular tune composed by Ann Ronell. It has been recorded by many, many j tists,
including Art Tatum, Ella Fitzgerald and Stan Kenton to name a few.

This alto sax feature is meant to be played in a heavy, ballad 12/8 style. Drums should always grc
dynamic marking—not always playing E, but with strength and conviction. Ensemble dynamic
throughout the entire chart. Rooftop accents should always be played detached—think “daht.” Fo
statement by the trumpets should be played with two accents, then three rooftop accents—“dah, dah, da
Eighth notes should have a heavy swing feel, locking in with the 12/8 groove.

the coda. The
merous ful hits such
ups for a ba in this type of
s t—it should be

at alternates the E

(o} support and maintain

Saxes have many heavily accented triplet lines; for example, measures 1, 35-37, 4 triplet lines
should be played with a breath accent as opposed to a hard tongue attack. For t
as in measure 17 should be set up by the drummer for the best effect. Regardin
a chart, direct the drummer to think of clearly laying the time out so the b
obvious and intuitive. The ensemble sections in measures 35 and 43 o
ensemble with solo sections. Be sure the rhythm section kee
energy. The break in measure 53 can be long for a dramatic effe

and purposeful.

£ for a reason, and that is energy
be playe |mprOV|sed, but should be energized.
.SHf desired. Then,"at measure 27, begin to play closer to the
the band is cQThe cadenza at the end should continue after

nclude the cadenza by ending on a long tone

melody again. The short cadenza at 53 should

the band is cut off, so the soloist should pace
with the band cued underneath. At th int th
Enjoy!

—Kris Berg
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Kris
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Kris Berg, director of jazz studies at
Collin County Community College,
TX. He received his masters and
bachelors degrees in jazz studies
from the University of North Texas.
Under his direction, the Collin
jazz ensembles have appeared
in Nassau, Bahamas and festivals
throughout the U.S. Mr. Berg is the
founder/director of the Collin Jazz
Fest and the Texas All-Star Jazz
Camp. Mr. Berg's charts have been
performed and recorded all over
the world and is currently active
as an artist / clinician for Yamaha
Corporation of America.
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