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The Composer

Erik Morales (b. December 10, 1966) began his composing career shortly after graduation from
high school in south Florida. He studied composition at Florida International University, and
completed his bachelor’s degree at the University of Louisiana at Lafayette. Accessible at all
levels, the music of Erik Morales has a unique melodic and harmonic vocabulary that appeals
to audiences nationwide. His published works encompass a large variety of styles and settings,
including works for concert, orchestral, jazz, and chamber ensembles. Mr. Morales currently
teaches and plays trumpet professionally in the New Orleans area, in addition to maintaining
an active composing and conducting schedule.

About the Music

Blue Sky for a Rainy Day is a ballad based on a contemporary bossa nova groove. This piece
can be used to work on tuning and rhythmic accuracy within each section of the ensemble.

The intro features the rhythm section backed by unison trumpets. The melody is presented in

a classic AABA, followed by an alto sax solo. The rhythm section breaks into a double-time feel
during the second “A” of the sax solo. Immediately afterward, the entire horn section is featured
as a unison soli. The double-time feel is then brought back for a fiery ending.
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Drum Set

Aux. Percussion
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