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About the Music
I am constantly searching for interesting material to use for my jazz band arrangements. Often,
some of my greatest jazz inspirations are derived from unusual sources. This work is based on
Beethoven’s piano masterpiece Albumblatt: für Elise (or simply, für Elise).

After a brief introduction, saxes enter with the familiar melody, but in a swinging jazz waltz feel.
Afterward, a quartet consisting of alto, tenor, muted trumpet, and trombone play developmental
material over a chorus of C minor blues, followed by an optional open improvisational section.

At measure 103, a vamp is used to build to a shout chorus in ®√ time. The shout chorus at measure
119 is based on actual developmental material from Beethoven’s original work. This change to
common time provides a nice release from the jazz waltz feel, which is then reintroduced at the
D.S. al Coda. The Coda at measure 143 is also derived from the original work. It should begin
softly and build aggressively to the end. There are several instances where eighth notes are to
be played straight (no swing) with marcato accents.

The Arranger
Erik Morales is well recognized for his compositions and arrangements, which are performed
by high schools and colleges throughout the nation. In addition to having numerous published
works, he has been commissioned by schools and community bands nationwide. Mr. Morales
earned his Bachelor of Music degree in theory and composition from the University of Louisiana
at Lafayette. Currently, he composes music and teaches trumpet in the New Orleans area.
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Approx. Performance Time = 3:31

BLUES FÜR ELISE LUDWIG VAN BEETHOVEN
Arranged by

ERIK MORALES (ASCAP)
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