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The Composer

Erik Morales is well recognized for his compositions and arrangements, which are performed
by high schools and colleges throughout the nation. In addition to having numerous published
works, he has been commissioned by schools and community bands in Florida, Louisiana,
Texas, Georgia, Kentucky, Mississippi, and Arkansas. Mr. Morales earned his Bachelor of Music
degree in theory and composition from the University of Louisiana at Lafayette. Currently, he
composes music and teaches trumpet in the New Orleans area.

About the Music

With its rhythmic vitality and gritty subtleties, Crescent River Ramble is based on a type of New
Orleans-style street beat. Traditionally, the heart of this rhythm lies in the snare drum. I chose,
instead, to drive this rhythm in the toms with a Gene Krupa-like feel. The loose piano rhythms
help to keep that New Orleans flavor. The bass part, which is best suited for an upright acoustic
bass, is an integral part of this feel as well and is an essential ingredient in complimenting the
piano and drums. The bass player should strive for a woody type of sound, taking full advantage
of the groove. This is achieved by occasionally striking the strings hard enough to vibrate against
the fingerboard. Beginning at measure 9, saxes should exaggerate all bends and similar inflections.
All falls from whole notes (such as in measure 71) should be played long.
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APPROX. PeRFORMANCE TIME = 5:16

for Milo Mannino and the Crescent River Big Band, Mandeville, Louisiana

CRESCENT RIVER RAMBLE
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