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The Composer

Erik Morales (b. December 10, 1966) began his composing career shortly after graduation from
high school in south Florida. He studied composition at Florida International University, and
completed his bachelor’s degree at the University of Louisiana at Lafayette. Accessible at all levels,
the music of Erik Morales has a unique melodic and harmonic vocabulary that appeals to audiences
nationwide. His published works encompass a large variety of styles and settings, including works
for concert, orchestral, jazz, and chamber ensembles. Mr. Morales currently teaches and plays
trumpet professionally in the New Orleans area, in addition to maintaining an active composing

and conducting schedule.

About the Music

The kaleidoscope is much more than a child’s toy. It’s a scope that seems to peer into one's innermost
creativity. Its characteristics include a constant changing symmetry, angularity and an infinite array
of colors. These are the traits that [ instill in this composition. Additionally, Kaleidoscope features
many instruments but focuses on the trumpet section as the piece is dedicated to the memory of Eric
Green, a trumpet player in the Trottier Middle School Band who recently passed away. The sound

of the trumpets convey the bright, angular characteristics I was striving for. The idea of angles and
symmetry are evident from the very first notes played and resonate at different times throughout

the piece.

The piece begins in what’s best described as a hybrid style of contemporary and Latin jazz (straight
8th notes). One of the more challenging aspects of the piece will be mastering the syncopation in
the rhythm section parts. The most important job will come from the drummer’s ability to maintain
the quarter note=138 tempo throughout the piece. This becomes even more challenging when the
piece switches to swing 8th notes at measure 99. The tendency will be to drag the tempo down.

The 16th note runs in the winds are spread throughout each instrument and are simple to master.

[ specifically designed the 16th note runs to be diatonic and in a very moderate range for each
instrument. The challenge will arise from the independence of each line where the 16th notes are
present. The section beginning at measure 119 may be repeated as many times as necessary for
added soloists. Just be sure to only use the background figures in the horn section for each soloist’s

last verse. -
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