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About the Music
In developing ideas for this chart, I envisioned a tune that would contain more than just a gospel
theme. It would need to showcase several styles, yet remain gospel in its essence. The Sermon
incorporates a swing 8th-note feel with a mostly pop–rock rhythm section. Occasionally, the
melody will break into an all-out swing, giving the chart further interest. Included is a Dixieland
section with an optional clarinet doubling in the first alto sax. The sax section is prominently 
featured throughout, including a soli section at measure 68. This chart integrates many elements
that make it a suitable choice for festivals and competitions.

The Composer
Erik Morales is well recognized for his compositions and arrangements, which are performed
by high schools and colleges throughout the nation. In addition to having numerous published
works, he has been commissioned by schools and community bands nationwide. Mr. Morales
earned his Bachelor of Music degree in theory and composition from the University of Louisiana
at Lafayette. Currently, he composes music and teaches trumpet in the New Orleans area.
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Approx. Performance Time = 3:18

ERIK MORALES
(ASCAP)
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