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About the Music
A major transition in pop music and culture became evident in the 1950s with the introduction
of rock ’n’ roll. The goal of this piece is to capture the essence of that wonderful time in our
musical heritage. You will hear styles reminiscent of Jerry Lee Lewis, Elvis Presley, Fats Domino,
and Bill Haley and the Comets, to name a few.

There is an alto sax solo section with optional repeats to feature other instruments if desired.
All solos are written out along with chord changes, so no improvisation is necessary (although
encouraged). There’s even an “a cappella” section where horns imitate the popular doo-wop
style of the era. Tempo is brisk and 8th notes should be played straight, without swing.

The Composer
Erik Morales (b. December 10, 1966) began his composing career shortly after graduation from
high school in south Florida. He studied composition at Florida International University, and
completed his bachelor’s degree at the University of Louisiana at Lafayette. Accessible at all
levels, the music of Erik Morales has a unique melodic and harmonic vocabulary that appeals
to audiences nationwide. His published works encompass a large variety of styles and settings,
including works for concert, orchestral, jazz, and chamber ensembles. Mr. Morales currently
teaches and plays trumpet professionally in the New Orleans area, in addition to maintaining
an active composing and conducting schedule.
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∑

∑
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.
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.
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.
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.
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.
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.
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∑
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