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NOTES TO THE CONDUCTOR

This hard-swinging take on the Ellington classic draws on the traditions of other famous big bands as well, namely th
Count Basie riff bands of the 1950s. From the first measure, energy needs to be high with a big, full sound. The trombone
accents should be hard and crisp, almost percussive. The trombone scoops begin on the downbeat, not before. Noti

saxophone counter-lines and the rhythmic trombone figures. Remind your players to list each other, each sectién, and
the entire ensemble sound so they hear the big musical picture.

The trumpet solo enters on top of.‘! brass figures. Exaggerate this effect—in f
The ensemble has to become quiet enough for the soloist to be heard.

to oven@t@ dynamic!

The shout section begins at measure 73, and this is another example ontrast. Coun |t|vely—th|s shout
begins very quietly and builds over 16 measures. Be careful t tlett ag as theQ ays softly and be sure
that the rhythm section follows the dynamics just as the horn ion d measur trumpet section can use
real plungers or hands over the bell to achieve the same efféct. As the scoops, be that the figures are played
accurately in time.

The trombone glisses in 80 and 96 are pure fun. Let loose, esp t measure 96, but always within the
bounds of maintaining a good sound. This is a ti ven technique popularized by the Basie and Glenn Miller bands and
is always a crowd pleaser.

The chart ends with a melodic figure for le t. Thisme be brought out as much as possible. It's THE most
important thing going on in these las measures. Have the student imagine they're playing to someone in the back row
of the auditorium to proje their air stream e last measure, direct the horns to cut off cleanly in beat
|naIIy, for the last two notes—another traditional big band era
A) and make sure the cymbals don't ring.

0 —Paul Baker

Paul
Baker

Currently residing in Austin, TX,
Paul Baker’s career as a composer,
saxophonist, educator and clinician
has covered a wide variety of musical
genres from jazz, film, TV and R&B to
Broadway. He has performed in venues
from the Universal Amphitheater in
Los Angeles to the Village Vanguard
in New York City to jazz festivals
across Europe. He has composed
and arranged for films, theater,
jazz bands of all sizes and levels,
and computer games. Paul earned
a B.M. in jazz studies from North
Texas State University and an
advanced studies certificate in film
composition from USC. Visit Paul at
www.bakersjazzandmore.com.
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