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Credits

TRANSCRIPTION AND MUSIC PREPARATION:
JOEY SELLERS

Lonesome Road

(NAT SHILKRET/ARR. BILL FINEGAN)

Composer, arranger, and trombonist Joey Sellers has
received the Gil Evans Fellowship in Jazz Composition,
the Sammy Nestico Award, and NEA and Meet the
Composer grants. An Assistant Professor of Music at
Northern Illinois University, he has written for, recorded
with, and performed with the Kenny Wheele
Ensemble, Toshiko Akiyoshi Jazz Orchestra
Brackeen, Satoko Fujii Orchestra, Tony
Herwig, Allen Vizzutti, Bobby Shew, and

AS RECORDED BY
ToMmMy DORSEY & HiS ORCHESTRA, 1939

Instrumentation

Reed 1: Alto Saxophone 1 Lead Trombone
Reed 2: Alto Saxophone 2
Reed 3: Alto Saxophone 3

Reed 4: Tenor Saxophone 1

Trombone 1
Trombone 2
Trombone 3

Reed 5: Tenor Saxophone 2 Guitar

Trumper 1 Piano Music EpITOR: DAVID N. BAKER

Trumpet 2 Bass David N. Baker is internationally renowned as a compos-
Trumpet 3 Drums er, conductor, performer, autho d educator. He holds

the position of Distinguished sor of Music and

TexT EDI ‘
ic at the

Original Recording

Andy Ferretti, Yank Lawson, Pee Wee Erwin (trumpets);
Dave Jacobs, Ward Silloway, Elmer Smithers, Tommy
Dorsey (trombones); Dean Kincaide, Johnny Mince,
Fred Stulce, Babe Russin (reeds); Howard Smith (piano);
Carmen Mastren (guitar); Gene Traxler (bass); Dave
Tough (drums).

f American

Note that the alto/baritone part on the recording has been
split into two separate parts for publication.

Recorded May 1, 1939.
First issued as Victor 26508.

az.
: zEN SCHOENBERG

n heavily involved'with jazz repertory since 1979.
He has re with Benny Goodman, Benny Carter,
and nd conducted the Lincoln Center Jazz
he Smithsonian Jazz Masterworks Orchestra,
erlcan Jazz Orchestra. He currently teaches
New School, Manhattan School of Music, and
uilliard Institute for Jazz Studies and is an artistic
consultant for Jazz at Lincoln Center.

The original recording is currently in print
Classic Big Band Jazz—Swing That Jazz (A

Text copyright © 2002 Jazz at Lincoln Center and
Smithsonian Institution. Printed in USA.

e New lnz Commission,
ategory: The Genius of Duke
editor of J. entury.

at ¢ From the mac-
i theymictocosm of jazz, few

ival it in term@ere it began and
. 1 optlar culture was edging

i g@r mark. In film, radio, pop-
the quality of sophistication—or

t—not only had a chance in the

tplace, but it also actually thrived.
This wﬁ;oenod in which Louis Armstrong’s great
innoVation®of the 1920s gradually became the /ingua

7. oth jazz and much of the commercial music

f the day. By the end of decade, Armstrong’s phrasing
(and, by implication, much of his conception) was every-

here, from Bing Crosby to Billie Holiday to Benny
Goodman, Duke Ellington, Count Basie, and Glenn
Miller. This may sound simplistic, but listen to a hand-
ful of commercial recordings from 1929 and compare
them with their 1939 counterparts—the evidence is
manifest. Although African-American idioms (not just
musical, but also cultural) had long been essential to
the American identity, the '30s saw them edge closer
and closer to the fore where they rightly belonged. The
vehicle for this inevitable change was largely Louis
Armstrong. The music that he and other African-
American artists had created in the *20s was soon to
become the preferred mode of expression for multitudes
around the world.

commercial

During the early "30s, the Casa Loma Orchestra, a
Canadian band that played well-rehearsed, swinging

(if a bit stiff) big band jazz, struck a resonant chord
among American college youth who were hungering
for a new sound to differentiate themselves from the
previous generation and their music. The response to
the Casa Lomans laid the groundwork for the eventual
success of Benny Goodman in 1935, which ushered in
the Swing Era. One of the side effects was that many of
the African-American bands that had helped define the
idiom were also financially rewarded, though on a dras-
tically reduced scale.



The ultimate vehicle for jazz during this era was the

Lonesome Road

By LOREN SCHOENBERG

big band, which offered an unprecedented opportunity
to blend improvisation and composition into a cohe-

sive, yet fluid, medium. The successful marriage of The line that divided the more artistic bands of the

Swing Era from the commercial ones was at times very
thin, as demonstrated by the unit led by the great
trombone vircuoso Tommy Dorsey. Known as “The
Sentimental Gentleman of Swing,” Dorsey’s smooth
playing and frequently unchallenging recording
very popular in the mid- to late 1930s. Th
highlights came not from the arrangeme
the great soloists he featured, most notab
Bunny Berigan and tenor saxophonist Buc
wasn’t until 1939 that Dorsey, secure in hi
a commercial attraction, began to look for mo
writers. Shortly after hiring Sy Oliver away from the

Jimmie Lunceford band, Dors
't is Finegan’e
him to spimon

composition and improvisation depends on the soloist’s
ability to create within the framework designed by the
composer/arranger. The more he or she can relate to

what came before, what is coming afterward, and what
is going on in the background, the better the solo will

be. The soloist must draw upon his or her own creativ-
ity and find a distinct musical voice, all while making
adjustments for the specific context. In this sense, jazz
is the aural equivalent of the American Constitution. As
John Kouwenhoven wrote in his classic book of essays,
The Beer Can by the Highway, the sense of improvisation
that the Amendments bring to the Constitution has an
equivalent in the spontaneous shifts of form available to
the jazz ensemble. Various sections of a composition can
be reordered, extended, shortened, and elaborated on as
the moment dictates. This is why the big band is often
viewed as the ultimate ensemble for jazz. At the drop of
a hat, it can swiftly rebuild itself from a solo instrument

arrangement of “Lonesom

into any number of different instrumental configura- rare in the v nother
tions, and throughout the ensemble it is supported by element t t 1Sithe con-
the strength of the composition at hand. The masters . By changin s, Finegan
represented in the Essential_Jazz Editions managed to of relationshiips fHat he could
strike this all-too-elusive balance between composition pt to tie thi ogether. He used

imbres to link ide orus to chorus

daring re@nizations that elaborate
the original w llowing it to retain its

ntial profile. ections never sound like
ate entities, b e spun right out of the ensemble,
to which t eturn. These facets of composition call
for an extraofdifiarily high level of insight, and Finegan
clear them all, even at this early stage of his career.
%iver just coming aboard, Dorsey was unable
take on yet another arranger; nonetheless, he still
recorded Finegan’s “Lonesome Road” in its entirety.
Pieces that covered both sides of a 78-rpm disc—much
less those written by a total unknown— were rare
in those days. Dorsey then recommended the young
Finegan to a friend who was still struggling to get his
band off the ground. The friend was Glenn Miller, and
within months Finegan’s version of “Little Brown Jug”
catapulted the Miller band to fame.

and improvisation that delineates the exclusive province
of jazz.

The challenge in addressing this classic repertory tod
is to honor the essence of the original without stifling
one’s contemporary artistic identity. Just as lite
students return again and again to Shakespea
this text to get a grounding on where we ha
where we are going. Above all, make j
relevant, swinging object it is.

and in World War II and even-
time in 1946. He had contin-
nd by this time was one of
ovative stylists of the genre.
e more unconven-
d recorded many

Finegan led an Ar
tually joined

isteners.

e équally original composer
0Os, and their recording
¥ was a surprise hit. This success
their large jazz orchestra together
throughout the decade, and their recorded legacy (which
includegan a with the Chicago Symphony) remains
as vi s challenging as it does obscure. In part,
i isticated use of instruments, such as the
spiel and auxiliary percussion, turned off many
isteners (including most jazz fans) who couldn’t hear

e sense of irony that undergirded the brilliant writ-
ing—not unlike the music of Mahler or, for that matter,
Ellington.

enabled the

Finegan gradually gave up writing for teaching and has
continued to mentor several generations of jazz compos-
ers. Both Jim Hall and Bob Brookmeyer are among
those who still look to Finegan for advice.



Notes for the Performer

By JOEY SELLERS

The orchestral feel of this arrangement is typical of

Bill Finegan’s style. Packed with dynamic and textural
contrasts, the arrangement’s harmonic substitutions,
unique for their day, foreshadowed techniques that would
become commonplace. The intelligent use of interludes
and varied orchestrations at the “seams” of the arrange-
ment (the end of phrases leading to the next section or
phrase) gives the chart a cohesion that otherwise might
not exist in an arrangement with so many different-
sounding sections.

Special points of interest:

® The use of the introductory material throughout
the entire chart lends a sense of cohesion to this
extended arrangement. The chart is nicely “book-
ended” by the reintroduction of the very first
notes we hear from the pianist, Dorsey’s brief four-
measure recap of the melody, and the restatement
of the ensemble’s introductory material.

® The harmonic substitutions at m. 23 are elegantly
handled.

e The trombone soli at m. 61 permits us to hear
Dorsey playing in a more assertive style than his
ballad playing, for which he is better known.

® The perfect registration of the clarinet lea
at m. 85 allows the voicings to ring pa
clearly. The tenors on the bottom do ni
because of their perfectly placed yeicin

¢ The sudden reintroduction o after the
extended shout ¢ i hole affair
together.



Jazz at Lincoln Center

Wynton Marsalis, Artistic Director

Laura Johnson, Director of Education and Performance
33 West 60th Street, 11th Floor

New York, NY 10023-7999

212/258-9800

www.jazzatlincolncenter.org

Jazz at Lincoln Center is the world’s largest not-for-
profit arts organization dedicated to jazz. With the
world-renowned Lincoln Center Jazz Orchestra and a
comprehensive array of guest artists, Jazz at Lincoln
Center advances a unique vision for the continued
development of the art of jazz by producing a year-
round schedule of education, performance, and broad-
cast events for audiences of all ages. These productions
include concerts, national and international tours,
residencies, a weekly national radio program, televi-
sion broadcasts, recordings, publications, an annual
high school jazz band competition and festival, a

band director academy, a jazz appreciation curriculum
for children, advanced training through the Juilliard
Institute for Jazz Studies, music publishing, children’s
concerts, lectures, film programs, and student and
educator workshops. Under the leadership of Artistic
Director Wynton Marsalis and President & CEO
Hughlyn F. Fierce, Jazz at Lincoln Center produces
more than 400 events each season. Currently, Jazz at
Lincoln Center is building its new home—Frederick
P. Rose Hall—the first-ever education, performance
and broadcast facility devoted to jazz, slated to open
in fall 2004.

Smithsonian Institution
National Museum of American History
Smithsonian Jazz Masterworks Orchestra

David N. Baker, Artistic and Musical Director
James Zimmerman, Executive Director
Kennith Kimery, Producer

14th & Constitution Ave., NW/
Washington, D.C. 20560-0616
202/633-9164

Si r all copyrighted
%‘s is probably the oldest
. In addition to its collec-

printed music registered for
copyright, thi€Librafy of Congress has sound record-
ings in a fﬁ, including the famous oral history
of Jel y& Morton made at the Library. Since then, it
Smithsonian established a presence in jazz tha has acquired an extensive archive of commercial disks as
grown to become one of the world’s most comprehensive e
set of jazz programs. The Nati
History holds major collection

The Smithsonian Institution, the world’s of manusc
museum, education, and research comple

16 museums, the National Zoo, and resea

omprises

nique broadcast and studio recordings, which

ave been augmented by recordings of performances
onsored by the Library. Its jazz archives—which
ave been augmented in recent years by gifts from Ella
Fitzgerald and Gerry Mulligan of their complete manu-

jazz memorabilia,

famous icons su
00,000-page é
s residentg scripts, and purchases of the archives of bassist/composer
Or e@ Charles Mingus, photographer William Gottlieb, and
i ctor D"idﬁﬁa er, Ellington recording collector Jerry Valburn—now
ernationally, con%\
heard on th
Smithsonial nts exhibitions
‘mroduces historical
sic editions, Web

n jazz. The Smithsonian
projects in jazz and offers fel-

uca- comprise one of the most important collections of jazz

ithsonian” documents anywhere.




Music by NATHANIEL SHILKRET
Words by GENE AUSTIN
Arranged by BILL FINEGAN

LONESOME ROAD
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Conductor - 4

T TTT] ]1‘II
AN I it I 1 3
()
T T | g |
| ] | ] M < =
H b AoTy A',L ..m 3P
f,f AL sl sl AsLL 9
Wil Wil wlf ol T te—H | N
\ \ I QT (&} (&) 1T =° T
{ { 3 3 |
bl || N JV L Bas X o IS cm, N .m Y m [ 1254
1.1 1, ki B Bt ki e 17”_ sy N
N
~ I ~ _
i (S PR |
4-1 >Juy A ASLEY Ay AR —-Il
I s o 8 b i N N hid I
In
o ] 2 |N < |N -]
Y Nl T [T (1) [ Il EINNl E [IN g U —H N
L1 \ﬂ A B HH ) a 1 1
| || 4 ] \ ||
Hy N .‘"_‘ U &rwﬁ -Lr
1 N N H
ﬂ“n F B L o a N N ﬂi..
™
Q Q Q
mn ™ amll el et SIS N 5 Al N o
|| N ] N
i 4 T o o x4 N ©
_ AAIII
Ty N lr {
vesl ﬁ & 5 &
| I i . 1 . \ \
= ._M_. Iy |w.-- ._"_..rr uy M N M N M p
HH rul. r.....-
M ik T o ul l
| 1 n o e M i\ N e
tH 1 1 o JER aan
ﬂLa T R a1 11 " T 1JV | Af- i 1l L, N ) Rl NI &
peR h ke /s s dh <t A il Aﬁ# il
il m, N m ) S |M
N N TN He HT® (VI Im T “ f ¢\ b ,m N m ™ M \
A i ] m < < o H i
U3 | et [ U OR | Opm = Al ot | Sl
L R R T S e NI 0
N N N il 11, ~ - -
I . I | . sl 5L S
13m 43 .hwj TR TR M= T il ! i M ,m N (W h ! (W LT Nl 5
Wl n b T HHY o > @
HH H N
A\ .i-r K T" i \ M
H H
#:g Lum.@ #4 Uuﬁ L"_. m m m
Nl Nl N ™ 1 Al T K ol TN ZINL G5 < sl
/ / I
ZIN| = 2 4
SIN| s A
|l & & Al
—+H ~+44
Eoo\mH B O\ W M
e AN A D ANEE Al | N 8
- o b B =5 R NI MR Am.!. _m,{ i}v 17 N W
>.J' Mﬁ. A mJ A >.rj' A J_ M Ao a { a
e e N e N N1 1 T ol I 1 = (Nh. = [N s i
I / g g g il
{ OHH © S HH
IR N | WU 1 ﬁ —Hx
i 1
Ll i
2 Al z [ ilhe
1N HY Hy o T S INI V8 N 5 ! —H | N
' ' ' ' ' ' I 2 - il & M s
N ™ _ﬂ,. —HL
L L N N — oy
N i Sl ol e EIN £ | 2 HIN-%
1] P LH ] H il I} i
Als| | TriA TRA Ay AS %v. T »m
AL A TRA Asll] Adlld TTT$IA m
=
p ’ | B HH ] HH ) <
M y i.> A A I Al .1t -3 N N ¥ I
A alea Al AL A b
i B B [ axt o o bt 3
g i | 14 {4 14 |14 {4 {4
" Lﬁ ) 141 e 4] 1417 19 1417 .rw Jsﬁ
T4 Lm? liur T4 lw u |m.= L.w,uw ﬁmnw Lmnu ..m..n IWMW Im.n Im% rm-n Lmﬁu
WE_ M W WP N W oo N O o O O IO
Iy ——— e —r
3 & 3 bt Iz & & o 3 g g g & g 2 m
2 4 % < 2 & & & 3 g e e © & @



Lonesome Road

Conductor - 5
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